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1 2
9 1 NTEFRVIEWER: You mentioned Cobb a minute
3 ago, I really don't want to talk too much about Cobb
4 but T understand he and you didn't get along very well,
5 SAM CRAWFORD: Ah, he didn't -- they sald
6 we didn't get along, you know, newspapers built it wvp
7 and built it up.
. 3 INTFRVIEWER: At the very beginning when
E 9 he was a rookie?
g i SAM CRAWFORD: Well, he had come up from
uaé . the south, you know,
%%é 1 1 NTERVI EWER: He said he was treated
E%% i3 pretty rough.
‘;“ y SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, but why, why was he
még treated rough?
EEE 15
z ¢ . INTERVIEWER: I don't know, why?
% - SAM CRAWFORD: Well, he come up when
5 it we were down with the Yankees, you know, he brought
- 1t on himself, You know, just personal, but he was
- just a young fellow that came up there, and he came
up with a long -- you Know, antagonistic towards the
:: other players, which didn't set so well with us fellows,
you Know,
INTERVIEWEH: When you came up as a
rookie, 18997
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SAM CRAWFORD: I came up in 1899 in
Cincinatti,

INTERVIFWER: Did they treat you rough
when you came up?

SAM CRAWFORD: No, no, I just went along.
Had a lot of 0ld timers there in Cincinatti at that
time, Buck Fwing, Billy McFee and Tommy Corcoran and
Steinfeldt, Al Silbach, MeBride, you know, I can name
them all,

INTERVIEWER: You saw Buck Fying play?

SAM CRAWFORD: No, he was managing, he
didn't catch much., He was about finished I guess, but
he was a good catcher,

INTERVIEWER: Yah,

8AM CRAWFORD: But Billy McFee, he played
gecond base for nineteen years in Cincinatti, one
position,

INTERVIEWER: How did you come up with
Cincinatti, you started off =-

gAM CRAWFORD: I started in the Canadian
Teague, 1899, That's an odd thing, Canadian League,
you know, you had to get out of the country to start,
Canadian League that was just a little, T guess about

a six elub league, Chatham and London, Hamilton, just
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little, folded up about July,

INTFRVIEWER: How'd you get to go up
there from Nebraska?

@AM CRAWFORD: Well, there was a fellow
living in Omaha that had been up there so when he went
beack in the spring, I knew him and he took me along with
him.

INTERVIEWER: As an outfielder?

SAM CRAWFORD: TUm hmmm,

INTERVIEWER: Always did you play right
field?

SAM CRAWFORD: Well, in Detroit I played
centerfield sometimes,

INTERVIEWER: You played first base too,
didn't you?

&AM CRAWFORD: Yah, a little bit, not
much,

I NTERVIEWER: How did you hit in that
Canadian League, pretty good?

SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, about led the league
1 guess, but that folded up about the first of July
I guess and then I went to Columbus, the Western League,
That wae another odd thing. Columbus, and Detroit was
in the Western lLeague, Buffalo was in the Western League,
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That's an odd thing, do you remember, that's an odd
thing, a Western League with Detroit in there and
Buf'falo, Kansas City, Indianapolis, St. Paul, that was
the Western League; in fact that was the time when Ben
Johnson broke in -~ so it was from then on I was in
there July, August, September, till September, and then
they sold me to Cineinatti that fall,

INTERVIEWER: The same year all that
happened?

8AM CRAWFORD: Three Leagues in one year
and I hit over three hundred in all of them, in Cincinatti
and then I went on from there.

INTERVIEWER: You hit about 330 the first
year you playéd $n Cineinatti, too, didn't you?

SAM CRAWFORD: I guess so,

INTERVIEWER: Yes,

SAM CRAWFORD: But, that, those were rough
and tough days, you know, in those days things was
different,

INTFRVIEWER: What was different?

&AM CRAWFORD: Fverything was different,
you didn't have the hotels, and the travelling, you
know, two guys sleeping in an upper, you know and things
1like that, so it was, this was altogether different,

e e e Ak s o 5 Ebman moprn el 7
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1 6
2 You didn't get the money, of course, a dollar was worth
3 a dollar in those dayse.
4 INTFRVIEWER: You didn't stay in the best
5 hotels though?
6 QAM CRAWFORD: Well, the best they had
7 you know, As a rule ball players in those days were
g 8 econsidered pretty rough, you know, and -~ well, if you
: 9 had the time you could reminisece, you know, go back
[1]
- 5 and think of the old days. I can remember the Detroit
:aé 11 Club, back in 1903 or even before that in Cincinatti,
8a .
Egg 12 they had you go in a dining room, you know, as good
g%% 13 as you eould get, but there they shoved you way douwn
2%% 14 in a corner somewhere,
g%é 15 You know, there comes a ball player, down
% o in the cormer. Did you ever hear of Kid Overfield?
o o INTFRVIEWER: Sure.
5 18 ®AM CRAWFORD: For the Yankees, up on
- hilltop. Well, he was in Detroit, he nlayed in Detroit
- withrKid Gleason, well, anyway, Overfield was a second
- haseman, no, shortstop, a tough little guy too, and
3 anyway, he come from the south somewhere, Arkansas or
23 aomewhere. The kid was in some hotel somewhere, Pittsburgh
24 I think, and they shoved us way down in the corner and
5% they had a tile floor, little square tiles, you know,
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2 and we're down there and eouldn't get any waiters, you

3 know, colored waiters, and this is true, you know,

4 he says, I'11 get you some waiters fellows, so he took

5 on the plates and sailed it down there and it came down

6 in a million pieces, when it hit that tile floor you

7 know, and he had four or five waiters around there in
3 8 no time,
E 9 (Taughter)
§ 10 But, that's the kind of a thing that would
0§§ 11 happen, you know, those things, théy usually remain in
Egg 12 your memory you know. 8o, the ball players were pretty
§§§ 13 rough in those days, they were rough. I don't know it
:gg 14 wasn't, they were supposed to have a curfew and all that
gég 15 stuff, but-~- there were gquite a few good drinkers in
% : 16 those days too, you know,
; 17 I joined that Columbue Club in the Western
E 18 League -- well «- when I joined them there they trans-

19 ferred Columbus to Grand Rapide. Lou Bardell was on

20 that elub,

21 INT*RVIFWER: YLou Bardell on the same c¢lub?

22 SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, he was on the Grand

23 Rapids Club, but they transferred from Columbus to

24 Grand Rapids but éhat was, oh, I don't know, those

25 leagues were struggling yow know, they had a hard time

METROPOLITAN 8.0889 WORTH 4.7588 GRANITE 1-6208



1 8
2 getting along, you didn't see much money.
3 INTFRVIEWER: How much money did you get
4 in the "estern League, do you remember?
5 SAM CRAWFORD: Well, I don't think more
6 thah maybe a couple hundred dollars. The Canadian League,
7 I only got about sixty-five dollars.
g 8 INTFRVIEWER: Per month,
E 9 8AM CRAWFORD: Um hmmm,
g 10 INTFRVIEWER: Just for room and board.
w§§ 1 8AM CRAWFORD: 8o you see, if you go way
Eéé 12 baek, them were tough days, but we enjoyed it, of course,
H
§§E 13 we didn't realize they must have been making money.
z;g 14 When 1 transferred to Cineinatti, of course, I had
g’ég 15 never been anywhere at all, 1 had left Nebraska snd went
% ’ 16. up to that Canadian Leasue, I had never been anywhere
; 17 and I wound up there diekering with John T, Brush. He
5 18 owned the Cincinatti Club, he was a businessman in
19 Indianapolis,
20 He was a tough cookie too, you know, %o
21 get anything out of, but then come later years when
22 Gary Herman, after Brush, then Gary Herman, then they
23 got to fighting, the two leagues got to fighting, T
24 don't remember the year exactly, but it's way back there,
25 around 1900, somewhere in there. They were stealing
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each other's players, you know., Flick, and those

fellows, they were jumping back and forth, Al Chase.
Al Chase played on the south side one day and the

next day he played on the West side, you know, sort of
a thousand dollars a jump, they were jumping back and
forth,

INTERVIEWER: Churechgrove, I think, jumped
from Pittsburgh I think to Highlanders.

SAM CRAWFORD, Yah, yah, and Dineen, I
think Bill Dineen was in there, but speaking of Church-
grove, there's s fellow won forty games one year., Same
as big Bd Walsh, but I don't know, it's --

INTERVIEWER: You jumped over to the Tigers
from -

SAM CRAWFORD: Well, speaking of Gary
Herman, they were dickering, the magnates got together,
they said, ueil, we can't keep this up, you know,
cutting each other's throats, we've got to get together,
so»they started dickering, and Gary Herman, they had |
everything all settled then, I heard later about it,

he said, what are you going to do about Crawford --

4=

I had jumped to Detroit, see, and jumped back and forth -.

I NTERVIEWER:

SAM CRAWFORD:

Did you jump back and forth?

Only a couple of times,
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1 10
| 2 _ @f course, that was unethiecal, it shouldn't have been
3 done but, you know, a fellow, 1f he didn't have any
4 money he just generally followed the rest of them,
5 INTERVIEWER: Did you get a thousand dollars
6 every time you went back and forth ?
V4 SAM C RAWFORD: Well, I guess some of them
3 8 got more than that, maybe fifteen hundred or maybe two
E 9 thousand, but those fellows they came down to settle
S 10 this thing and they said, Gary, what are you going to
:&% 11 do about Crawford? Well, he says, let him go to Detroit,
Eég 12 you know, and that was the way I got there, 1903, so
§§§ 13 T was there until '17,.
:E: 1 INTERVIEWER: 1903 until 1917.
wif <AM CRAWFORD: I don't know whether it
% . 16 was a good move or bad, I dont't knouw, Of course,
; 17 Cineinatti won the penant later, you know, and all, of
E 18 course, T might not have been there later.
19 TNTFRVIEWER: What was Lou Bardell like,
- baek in the Western League in 18997
- SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, he was, you know he
29 was just like a big boy, you know, you could take him
pe by the hand and lead him around, you Know,
- 1 NI'ERVIEWER: Was he as wacky as he turned
45 out to be later?

METROPOLITAN 8-0889 WORTH 4-75889 GRANITE 1.6208
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2 SAM CRAWFORD: Well, I think he was pretty
3 mueh like that, We, in Grand Rapids, there you know
4 het'd pitch a game and then you wouldn't see him for a
5 week, you wouldn't know where he was, out playing with
6 the kide or gore fishing or something,
7 You'd have a game sdvertised for Sunday
g 8 you know, Tou Bardell is going to piteh, and there's
E 9 Sunday come and you know a little town, the little
g 10 bl eachers were packed, and where's Lou, no Lou. Pretty
wgg 11 soon you'd hear peaglo up in the grandstand yelling,
;gé 12 here comes Lou, here ¢omes Lou, right down through the
§§§ 13 standsy you know, and he'd jump down in front, cut
:Eé 14 across center field, crosses the diamond taking off
gég 15 his shirt and in about five minutes, he never had any
% . 16 underwear on, you know, hé'd come out of there and
; 17 say, all right, let's go.
5 18 T used to get a kiek out of him, 1In
19 those days he didn't have any trouble, he could pitch,
20 he had good control, a fast ball, a good pitcher, bit
21 raw boned, six foot two.or three, wonderful control,
22 never hit anybody.
23 INTERVIEWER: F¥ven then?
24 @AM CRAWFORD: Yah, never hit anybody,
25 but if you didn't say anything to him he would get --
s i R G . i
| WAswweToN®, 5.5 TR & MR g B e
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2 how do vou say that word, lacksadaisical, you know or

3 something, just fooling around, if you didn't say any-

4 thing to him but if you got him mady you know, if you

5 rode him and got him mad, then he'd go to work.

6 Tony got him later you know, Tony Mack,

7 and we had some battles, slthough we had more trouble
g 8 with "Plank" than we had with Lou Bardell,
> " INTERVIFWER: Really?
w
2 - SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, Plank was a toughie.
:ﬁé 11 We never had wueh trouble with Lou but Plank was a
Eé; 12 toughie, he had one of these side arm thihgs and he'd
E%% 13 have that ball in on you all the time, but ==
:;‘E » INTFRVIEWER: Could you hit Lou, him be ing
g%é . a left handed pitcher and you a left handed batter.
% ¢ 1% &AM CRAWFORD: Well, Lou was an overhanded,
. - the difference in the pitehing was he'd pitéh overhand,
5 - You could follow them along better, but if youpitch

- side arm like Plank, he pitched side arm all the time,

- he hgd it in on you, but Lou, we could follow that

ball,

21

25 Anyway he used to -- Cobb would be in,

- we had some tough, tough games with Ty, that was in

- 1907 I think or '63, and we were battling for the

- pannant you know, but Cobb would come up to bat and he'd

METROPOLITAN 8.0888% WORTH 4.7589 GRANITE 1-6208



1 13
2 say, now don't get him mad when I'm up there, don't
3 get him mad, Well, I'm after that and I used to do
4 everything to distract him, you know, even Jennings,
5 you know.
6 Go to the dime store and get toys, rubber
7 snakes or jack in the box, you know, that junps out,
3 8 and he'd go on the first base coaching line and he'd
E 9| get them down on the grass and yell, Hey Lou, look,
Z 10 and Lou'd look over and kind of grin, you know, and
U
wg% 1 hetd do everything to distraet him from his pitching.
Eég 12 Tho se things really happened you know,
§§E 13 those things really happened, It's like some blg
:;é 14 pitcher walks out to the mound, a great big guy, he'd
gég 15 say, oh, boy look at the size of that guy. Maybe just
% ’ 16 an ordinary piteher, but you have that psychological
; 17 things, you know, look out for this guy, he's a big
5 18 guy, but a little fellow walks out, a little piteher,
19 maybe he's got twice as muech as thebig guy, you'd
0 see alittle man walk out and you'd say, well, we'll
» kxnoek his ears off, you know, it's psychological, in
22 your mind,
23 INTERVIEWER: A lot of baseball is in the
24 mind,
25 &AM CRAWFORD: Yah., T don't know how much
#5 Apgudnian ormos . NEW YORK ciTY oFFicE  LONG ISLAND OFFICE.
. WASHINGTON 5, b, €. NEw YoRk 38, N v gt i b
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baseball ie in the mind of these modern young, these
present day players, they're always looking about for
help, they don't know what to do.

I NTERVIBEWFR: Do you think they were

smarter in your day?

SAM CRAWFORD: I don't think there's any
doubt ebout it, you were oh your own, these were the
guys, you had all the best of t hem. Today they got
the pitchera‘handicapped, you can't do anything, get
new balls to piteh to all the time. We played one whole
game with the same ball if it stayed in the park, lope
sided and black and everything else.
| INTERVIEWER: Yousaw some mighty good
pitehing didn't you?

SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, Walter Johnson,

INTERVIEWER: Were you playing the day
Walter Johnson first pitched in a major league game ?

SAM CRAWFORD: T beat him, and I'm not
being egotistical, I hit a home run off him that first
day, I think we hit him three to two.

INTERVIEWER: Firet game he ever pitched
in the big league?

SAM CRAWFORD: American League, Big ==~

have you ever heard of Cotillion, Joe Cotillion?
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1 15
2 INTERVIEWER: Sure,
3 @AM CRAWFORD: You know Joe, you know
4 of him, he was managing Washington at that time. I
] think that was 1907, We were after the pennant then,
6 that was our firest pennant, but Joe was always kidding,
7 he was a kidder, you know. Joe was a nice fellow, he
g 8 was an umpire too, later, but Joe, we went out to the
E 9 park and Walter had just reported, you know, from Idaho
§ 10 or somewhere, and Joe said to us as we came off the
wgg 1 Beneh, he said, well, boys I got a big, big apple-
Egé 12 knocker that's going to piteh to you guys today.
§§§ 13 Better wateh out for him, he's swift, he's
z;% 14 very fast, you know, he told us that, and here's Walter,
gég 15 he's just a string of a kid, I guess he was only about
% ’ 16 twenty, you know, tall, lenky, didn't have a curve, but
; 17 he had that fast ball,
5 18 That's all he pitched, we had a Pretty
19 terrible time beating him and we needed that game too,
20 Jugt fast balls, He didn't need any curve. I hit one
21 and it was over the shortstops head, T can remember
22 the seene, a line drive. I wasn't in front of the ball,
23 you know, generally T pull the ball, but I hit it and
24 it went over the shortstop's head and in those days
25 the ballfield, the grounds were big., You hit one be-
: \’n:fu‘n:::::s:r::: ; s . AW YORK GITY ormics . , ; LONG ISLAND OFFICE
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1 16
2 tween the outfielders and you could msgke the run. You
3 had t o run but the ball was etill in the park, and they
4 were shagging it, but before they could get it you could
5 score with a home run inside the park.
6 It very seldom happens now, they've pulled
7 those fenceg in, but Walter was a w nderful man too,
3 8 He wouldn't hit anybody, you know, he was always afraid
E 9 he might hit somebody, a wonderful guy.
o 10 INTERVIEWER: His ball was fast.
:E% 11 8AM CRAWFORD: Yeh, he was fast, the
Eé; 12 fastest I ever saw, in my career, He reminded me of
g%% 13 these, did you ever see these pitching machines?
‘é’: y INTERVIEWER: Yah,
g%é 15 SAM CRAWFORD: The compressed air thinge
% : ” Well, I batted against those things, you know, and it's
; 17 a peculiar thing, T was afraid of that machine because
5 18 they could gear that thing up so thaﬁ ball wae like a
19 bullet you know, -- swish -- that was the word 1'd use,
20 awish, and it went by you and that was the kind of a
- ball that Walter Johnson pitched. He had a swish on it,
22 Those things come baek you know, when you
23 get to telking about it, Of course, Big Ed Walsh, he
5 was @& spitball pitcher, you know, he was different.
9% Chesborough was a spitball pitcher. Those fellows, they

METROPOLITAN 8-0889 WORTH 4.7589 ' GRANITE 1.6208
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2 didn't know how to piteh until they got that spitball,
3 Big Fd Waleh was on the beneh there in Chicago, they
4 wouldn't even let him pitch. All he had was his fast
5 ball,so0 he sat on the bench.
6 INTERVIEWER: He went on and got -
7 SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, won forty-one games
g 8 and T think he finished up about twenty for the rest
E 9 of them, He was an iron man, big man too,
5 10 INTERVIEWER: That spitter really moved?
wgé 11 | SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, he could control it
Egé 12 you know, he ecould bring it in or out. We had a lot of
§§E 13 tough battles with that guy. "Doe Fide" was another
:ég 14 one, a little left hander. Ray fharp, the ecatcher,
gég 15 you know, we had tough going.
% ""’ 16 INTERVIEWER: (Not clear.)
; 17 SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, yes, yes, that was
5 18. way back, way baek, when the old National Leauge --
19 Bill Krieger was the catecher,
20 INTERVIEWER: Yah, "Sal Young" won about
21 five hundred games in his carger. Was he that good, did
22 you see him?
23 SAM CRAWFGRD: Well, of course, when we,
24 he was kind of on the down grade T think, a little bit,
25 and the last time I saw him was in St. Louis, the St.
i | NEw Yomk Ty oFFiGE . - LONG ISLAND oFFIcE _
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2 Tonieg Browns. He might hsve been National, I don't

3 remember, T guess he must have been Nztional.

4 T NTFRVIEWER: You had some good pltchers

5 on your Detroit Club, didn't you, George Mullen?

6 SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, Uh, huh, Wild Bill, --

7 INTFRVIEWFR: Wild Bill Goslin, Killian,
g 8 eAM CRAWFORD: Killian, Sheavers.
E 9 ENTERVIEWER: Good enough to win three
§ 10 pennants,
wgg 11 eAM CRAWFORD: Well, nothing outstanding
Eég 12 but they seemed to be balanced, like 1907 -- well, we
§§§ 13 sneaked in, you know, won the pennant by maybe a game
zgg 14 or two. That's just one of those things they said, but
gé% 15 we came back in 1908 and won it again, well, 1t was
% ° 16 a fluke, another fluke, eouldn't be, couldn't be possible,
; 17 but we won it, and when it come arouvnd to 1909 we won
5 18 it again, and then they run, we run into the Cubs

19 again and we lost all three uorid series you know,

20 INTERVIEWER: Yah.

21 SAM CRAWFORD: Two to the cubs and one %o

22 Pittsburgh, T finished up in Los Angeles, you know.

23 INTFRVIEWER: Yah, you became an umpire

24 too, didn't you?

25 @AM CRAWFORD: I umpired in the coast leagué.
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2 INTERVIEWER: How did ybu like being an

3 umpire?

4 SAM CRAWFORD: Thankless job, thankless

5 job, tough job., T had a good partner, I booked in

6 with a fellow named Jack Powell, he was a wonderful

7 umpire and he'd tell me, you know, he was giving me
g 8 some adviece, which is all right. He said don't frater-
E 9 nize with these ballplayers, you know.
5 10 I felt well, I can talk to the ballplayers,
:E% 11 you know, kid a 1itt1§ with them, he said don't do it,
Egg 12 .They'1ll put you on a spot tomorrow, don't fool with the
E%E 13 ball players, don't have anything to do with them,
2;% 14 S0 that's the way it turned out.
gég 18 There's got to be an umpire, you know,
% . 16 there's got to be an umpire in the ball geme. I know
; 17 we used to dress, we may have a couple minutes or sc
5 18 and Jack would say we'll get out there when I'd say

19 come on Jack, but they never had a game without an

20 ampire.

41 We'd get out there in plenty of time,

2 take our time, and he'd tell me different t hings,

23 that he'd been through, different episodes, tough

- situations, you know where bottles and things come

95 flying at you and all that,but he said don't fraternize
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< or they'll put you on the spot. You haven't got a
3 friend in the place, you know, only your partner, that'!s
4 the only man that's for you. There's a bench over here,
5 eand a bench over here, and they're all watehing you
6 like a hawk trying to get something on you, and he said
7 you'll find there's a prima donna or two on each club.
g 8 He said, as soon as they rear up in any
E 9 way, give them the 0ld thumb right now, get rid of them,
§ ) 10 and you won't haQe any more trouble. He was right,
wgg 11 if you do, run them out quiek, then everything 1is
z 2%
-;EE 12 fine.
wed
gg; 13 INTERVIEWER: Did you like being an umpire?
z;g 14 ®AM CRAWFORD: No, I didn't care much about
gég 15 it, It's too, oh, T don't kmow, it's lonely, a lonely
% : 16 thing.
; 17 INTFRVIEWER: ©One thing I notice funny
5 18 gbout umpires, they never sit down through the whole
19 game do they?
20 SAM CRAWFORD: No, no.
21 TNTERVIEWER: The ball player, he sits
22 down between innings,
23 8AM CRAWFORD: UFHe don't get a drink of
24 water or nothing.
25 INTERVIEWER: How do you do it?
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SAM CRAWFORD: Well, I umpired in
Sacramento in the summer and it gets pretty hot in
facramento, over a hundred, ard you wear that blue suit,
you knouw, your shirt is wet underneath, and you can,
if you want, you can go and get a drink of water at
the bench if you want to, but I don't know they don't
gseem to,

INTFRVIFWER: You can't go to the bathroom
ean you?

SAM CRAWFORD: No.

INTERVIEWER: And you never sit down between
innings. You never sit down. You know, that's not easy.
I don't know how they do it, they're not young, they're
not twenty year olds now,.

SAW CRAWFORD: It's a routine, a routine
they go through. Their legs are in pretty good shape
1 guess, |

INTERVIEWER: You were about fifty-five
when you were an umpire, 1935 or so.

SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, along in there some-
wheres,

TNTFRVIEWER: And you had to stand, let's
say a double header, you'd be on your feet for something

like -~
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1 .22
2 SAM CRAWFORD: Well, there's a break in -
3 in the middle you know, and you could go into the elub
4 house then, but T don't know you never think about
5 getting tired becauvre there's always something doing.
6 You know you've got to wateh everything, so you don't,
7 a lot of times we know what “elub was winning, but we
3 8 didn't even know what the score was, you know.,
E 9 You'd get so interested in what's going
> .
8 . 10 OnN ==
w: 11 ‘ INTERVIEWER: You got so much to do.
Egé 12 SAM CRAWF@RD: You get, yah, it's a thank-
o b
§§E 13 less job.
i |
mgg 14 _ INTERVIEWER: In the early years, when you
gé% 15 were with Cineinatti and Detroit, way baek, how many
% : 16 umpires did they have?
; 17 | SAM CRAWFORD: Well, a lot of times they
5 18 only had one uhpire.
19 INTERVIEWER: 1In a game?
20 SAM C RAWFORD: Yah,
21 INTERVIEWER: Where did he stay at?
22 SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, part of the time in the
23 béck -= 1f you want to go way back, sometimes where the
24 catecher stood way back until two strikes, did you know
25 that?
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INTFRVIEWER: No, That's before your
time though,

SAM CRAWFORD: No, I played when the
catecher was back, we had a backstop and when they got
two strikes on the batter then he came up.

INTFRVIEWER: Did he eatechthe ball on a
bounce?

8AM CRAWFORD: No, it didn't cecount, of
course, but he was back, but that was in 1899, then
later, when they got two strikes on the batter then
Ihe'd come up for the third strike.

INTFRVIEWER: Where did the umpire used
to stand then?

SAM CRAWFORD: Well, then he'd be out back
of the pitcher, They didn't, it seemed to me that they
didn't get behind the pitcher very much in those days,
you know,

INTERVIFEWER: Couldn't you steal a base
a lot of times with the umpire out of position? I
mean how could the umpire be in proper position in
those days when thefe was only one umpire?

SAM CRAWFORD: Well, that was a tough
situation there. One umpire, he'd be in baek of the

piteher, somebody's on second base, somebody gets a hit,
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ball over here, this guy running cuts third base fifteen
feet. He don't even toueh third base, you know, things
1ike that. He couldn't do anything sbout it, he didn't
see it, so you know when these fellows are playing today,
they're sitting on top of the world, you know.

Fverything ie done for them. Oh, I don't
knoﬁ -- T'm talking a lot, but it's different, altogether
different, Eike I told you it looks to me like baseball
is on -~ like number four, 8o --

TNPERVIEWER:® Do you remember "Jeremy
3chafferﬁ?

SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, he was our second
baseman, he was a grest guy for a club, a wonderful
man for a elub, never down, you kneﬁ, never down, no
matter what happened, alwajs had a big smile, you know,
kidding.

INTERVI EWER: Good second baseman?

&AM CRAWFORD: Pretty fair, you know,
prétty steady.

INTFRVIEWER: Do you remember the time

that he went went -- stole seeond and then stole back

to first again?

SAM CRAWFORD: Went back to first, I don't
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2 remember that, it may have happened, T heard of Harry
3 Davis doing that in the Athleties. I think they were
4 trying to draw a throw you know, a man on third you
5 know, and the pitcher wouldn't even throw the ball,
6 but I guess they ruled that out,.
7 I NTERVIEWER: Do you remember "Dony"™ Bush?
= 5 | SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, yah, he was our shorte
| E 9 stop, I think hﬁ's eti1l alive,
§ 10 INTERVIEWER: Sure.
wE§ 1 ; 8AM CRAWFORD: He's in Indianapolis isn't
;ég 12 he, wasn't he president of tﬁat club or something,
§: i INTERVIEWER: 8111 1s.
::: > SAM CRAWFORD: He 1s? Yeh, --
géé 15 INTERVIEWER: Davy Jones was on that
% ’ 16 team,
; 17 8AM CRAWFORD: I had a letter from Davy
E 18 the other day, he's in Wiseonsin -~ he's was the best
19 lead off man in the country, Davy Jones, and I've seen
- all of them or a good deal of them, but I've never seen
21 as good a lead off man as Davy. Past you know, he was
22 2 ten second man, in eollege.
23 INTFRVIEWER: He went to eollege?
©€AM CRAWFORD: Yep, and he could really
fly down there. He had a guy eye and he got a lot of
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2 bases on balls, many, many bases on balls,

3 INTFRVIEWER: Who was your catcher then?

4 SAM CRAWFORD: BSavage ==

5 INTERVIEWER: Schmidt?

6 SAM CRAWFORD: Schmidt, oh, Charley

7 Sechmidt, he was a coal miner from Arkansas. Coal Hill
3 8 he came from. All these things you're bringing back
E -] to memory. Now, there's a guy, 1 believe, he was the
§ 10 strongest man I evér saw, He didn't have much of an
03% 1 edueation but he was sincere in what he did, a powerful
CEE 12 man.,
re?
gg; 13 We were going somewhere one time and the
2;% 14 train stopped somewhere along the line, a little station
gé% 15 somewhere, and they wanted to change a track and they
% ’ 16 had torn out rails along the track, and we was all
; 17 kidding sround there, throwing stones and so on, and
5 18 someone said, see if you can 1lift that rail. Well,

19 you might 1ift one end of it you know, I don't know

20 | hoy much they weighed, but they're heavy, about a

21 thirty foot rail, and we were fooling around there and

22 finally Schmitty ecome over and said, get out of the way,

23 he sayé, 1'11 show you how to 1ift that thing.

24 He got astride of that thing, it was over

25 a 1ittle kind of a gully like, he got astride of that
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2 thing, got his hands under there and he lifted the whole
3 thing up. Both ends off the ground. He was powerful,
4 Those things come back to you, you know,
S because T sit around and T don't talk to anybody that
6 knows anything about the old days., Once in a while 1
7 meet some elderly man that says I remember when you
g 8 were playing, you know, they can recall., I still get
E 9 fan mail you know,
§ 10 | INTERVIEWER: Really?
w§§ 1 8AM CRAWFORD: Oh, yah, from kids you
z3%
;gg 12 know, wanting autographs,
E%E 13 INTFRVIEWER: How much, how much mail
:ég 14 do you get like that? Very mueh? |
gég 15 SAM CRAWFORD: Well, not too much anymore.
% : 15 Jused to get a whole lot when T firet went in the hall
; 17 you knﬁu, T used to get a lot., It's dwindled down
5 18 now because there's so many more new ones, you know,
19 and they're centering on the new ones now, 80 =~
20 INTERVIEWER: Daijﬁéukremember George
21 Moriarty?
22 SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, yah, third baseman,
23 INTERVIEWER: Yah, was he as tough as they
24 say he was?
25 SAM CRAWFORD: Well, George was -~ he'd
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fight, a fighting Irishman, Nice fellow, nice fellow.

INTFRVIFWER: You got along with most
all of them?

&AM CRAWFORD: Oh, yes.

INTERVIEWER: Seems like Cobb dldn't
get along with so many of them so well,

@AM CRAWFORD: Well, the big star you know,
the big star,

INTERVIEWER: Babe Ruth was a big star,

SAM CRAWFG?D: Yah, oh but he was different,
a different setup.

‘INTERVIEWER: Babe Ruth was a big star
and everybody loved him,

SAM CRAWFORD: Like Walter Johnson was,
and Speaker and thoss fellows, you know a good fellow.
When you're talking about Cobﬁ having a tough time
when he came up there -- you got to look at the other
eide of the thing too, Why? He had a book you know,
he wrote a book.

INI'FRVIEWER: I read his book.

SAM CRAWFORD: Yeh, I got one of them
somebody gave me, There was too much "I" in there, I
felt,

1 NTERVIEWER: He stated you guys were very
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2 tough on him. He says you guys weren't fair to him, he
3 says you broke his back,
4 SAM CRAWFORD: I don't believe that, I
3 don't remember anything like that. You see now, if
6 you don't know a player, a player comes on and you don't
7 know him, you're not going to start riding him before
o 8 you know the man, so there might be another side to
E 9 this thing.
§ . 10 As T said before, we were rebels, you
w§§ 11 know, we were a lot of rebels, the dam Yankees, things
E 12 like that, so I don't think a let of that stuff -- 1
ggg 13 didn't take muech stoek in it,
:Eg 14 _ INTERVIEWER: He says they wouldn't let
5
;E% 15 him in the showers,
? ) 16 SAM CRAWFORD: I don't think so.
z
E 17 INTERVIEWER: Well, you know every rookie
; 18 gets a little Bit of hazing?
19 SAM CRAWFORD: O©Oh, yes, in a mild way.
20 : INTERVIEWER: And if the rookie, when hé
21 gets this hazing takes it the wrong way, everything can
22 go allwrong,
23 @AM CRAWFORD: Yah, that's right, that's
24 right, He was antagonistie, you see, he came up with
25 the wrong attitude., I've never talked much about Cobb
BT CREDE SRR
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and people have asked me about him, all the time being
the greatest ball player there was. T will always say
he's one of the greatest ball players that ever lived,

T don't think he was the greatest ball player that
ever lived. I think Honus Wagner was the greatest ball
player that ever lived.

T mean all around ballplayer. He, Cobb,
ecould only play the outfield; Honus could play outfield,
infield, anything. Hit, throw, wonderful arm,

INTERVIEWER: Honus was an outfieldef
before he became a shortstop, and then a thirdbaseman,
before he became a shortstop,

SAM CRAWFORD: And then a shortstop,.

INTERVIEWER: Tommy Leach took his third
base job when Honus moved to short,

@AM CRAWFORD: Yah., Great ball player, I
saw him in his prime, I saw him before he moved to
Pittsburgh, when they were still in Louilsville,

I NTERVIEWER: Oh, did you?

SAM CRAWFORD: YAH, they came from Louisvillg
you know. I saw him in his prime, in 1909 --

INTERVIEWER: You saw him before he was
a shortestop then?
SAM CRAWFORD: Ysh, yah., He cowuld do

. METROPOLITAN 8.0889 WORTH 4.7589 GRANITE 1-6208



COVERAGE

REPORTING
STENOTYPE REPORTING SPECIALISTS
CERTIFIED STENOTYPE REPORTER AND STAFF

11}
o
3
|
4
o
.
<
z

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

8

25

31
other thinges outestanding. Anybody that can do every=-
thing, they're always outstanding. He couvld throw,
had a wonderful armj; he eould steal bases, he could
hit, He knew what to do, never made a mistake, big
man,

INTEFRVIEWFR: Bow legs.

SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, if you looked at him
you'd think he was just off the farm somewhere, he'd
have his shirt like this you know, a pair of blue ==
what is that blue matepial -~ serge, you know, blue
serge pants with a belt you know, a baseball belt.
You'd see him going down, he had shoulders like that,
you know, wonderful fellow, A

You know it's a treat to see ball players
like that, you know, I saw them in their prime. Another
great ball player, I guess he's in the hall, Bobby
Walsh, is he in the Hall of Fame?

INTERVIEWER: I 8on't know,

SAM CRAWFORD: Great shortstop, a little
man, small man,

INTERVIEWER: Wash't he your manager for
awnile?

SAM CRAWFORD: No, no he, Bobby, I guess he'g

gone now, but he was a wonderful little fellow. He
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started out as a piteher I think, at one time with the
0ld Cléveland Indians, way baek, in the National League,
maybe he was a third baseman, but he wound up shortstop
with the 8¢. Touls Brouwns, but he could go, best man
I ever saw, he had a wonderful arm, He eould back, go
in back of that third baseman, get any ball that gets
by the third baseman and straighten up and get that
ball over there, wonderful,

INTERVIEWER: Like a bulleto,

SAM CRAWFORD: Right and true, you know,
true throwing. He was & wonder on that, on that one
play especially, going back, not letting -- if it got
by that third baseman, he'd come up with it.

INTERVIEWER: Did you ever see Jimmy Cohen
play?

SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, yes.

T NTFRVIEWER: Not Fddie, Jimmy,

SAM CRAWFORD: He was a third baseman
too. He was the old National League.

I NTERVIEWER: Bobby Rowe., Bobby Rowe was
one of your managers wasn't he?

SAM CRAWFORD: No, no, he played on
Detroit though, when he -«

| INTERVIEWER: He played with you?
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2 SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, He was the first one
3 to hit four home runs you know. That was something,
4 you know, the old ball, in the old days.
5 INTERVIEWER: Talking about home runs,
6 " you led the league in home runs three times, right?
7 SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, T guess it's on my
g 8 placard, T don't know, did you see it on those cards?
E 9 INTFRVIEWER: No.
§ 10 8AM CRAWFORD: Haven}t you ever seen one?
0‘ 11 INTERVIEWER: No. '
2 SAM CRAWFORD: I think the whole thing is
§§§ 13 on there, The Hallvof Fame furnishes me these cards.
:gg 14 INTERVIEWER: You led the le ague in home
gh i runs in 1901 with sixteen, right?
% ¢ 16 SAM CRAWFORD: That was Cineinatti.
; - INTERVIEWER: That's a lot of home runs 1#
5 18 1901, sixteen, and most‘allﬂaf them inside the park,
19 SAM CRAWFORD: Yep.
20 | I NTFRVIEWER: Sixteen home runs in 1901,
21 ‘how did yru get that many - T mean.that's a lot of
22 home runs for 1901,
23 SAM CRAWFORD: A long ball too,; you know,
24 they had big grounds;.if you'd get one between the J
25 outfielders then you can go‘home and sometimes walk:
ey R T G > F e
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2 around there,
3 I NTERVIEWER: That was 1901 and in 191k
4 you were still going, you were tied with Frank Baker
5 for the home runs in 191}, Of course, I'm not talking
6 about triples.
7 &AM CRAWFORD: 1 guess that still stands
g 8 in triples.
E 9 INTERVIEWER: Three hundred and twelve.
o 10 SAM CRAWFORD: Well, they don't think
U
wgg 11 anything about triples anymére, it'es the home run,
E§§ 12 INTERVIFWER: No, you don't see many
§§§ 13] triples any more.
:: ” SAM CRAWFORD: Well, with that new ball,
gﬁé 15 it's a lively ball, a ﬁriple now, it's a home run.
% : 16 It used to be probably se#entynfive feet, maybe a
; 17 hundred fqet more too..
5 18 INTERVIEWER: Did you all pay much atten-
19 tion to records in those days?
" SAM CRAWFORD: No, we never.thought anys
» thing about them. Nobody ever said gnything gbout them,
22‘ INTERVIEWER: Even though you hit sixteen
23 home runs in 19012
24 8AM CRAWFORD: Nover thought anything
2% about it, didn't even know it you know, until the

METROPOLITAN 8-0889 WORTH 4.7589 GRANITE 1-6208
7



1 35

2 averages come out, you know, We used to get that

3 Spaulding Guide, you know, and it would all be in

4 there. |

5 INTERVIEWER: Do you remember that time

6 when yoﬁ all went out on strike in 19--

7 SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, yesg, I remember that.
g 8 INTERVIEWER: 1912.
5 5 | SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, that was over Cobb,
§ 10 you khow, that was over Cobb,
u‘ A I NTERVIEWER: What happened then?.
Er-' - SAM CRAWFORD: You mean the start of that?
§: $ INTERVIEWER: Yah.
ﬁtz - SAM CRAWFORD: Well, the start of it was
gég 15 because Cobb was out of the game you know, Ben Johnson
% ° 16 threw him out of the game because he hopped up in the
; 17 bleachers and socked somebody in New York, That was
5 18 the start of the thing and we wanted to get him baek

19 in because we was up there and I guess we wanted him

20 back in anywayoe

21 It was, I don't know if it was a smart

22 thing to do or not. He was out, suspended you know,

23 he was ouvt and we wanted to get himvback, you know,

24 but we were out -- we had -- Mahlin, the manager, or

25 the owner, he came dashing down to New York you know,

BN R
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2 1t wes 8 terrihle time, but we went baek. You couldn't
3 do anything to Ben Johnson, you know, that was foolish,
4 he had him suspended and that was 1t.
5 But, some of the guys thought maybe we
6 eould, you know,.
= INTERVIEWER: But some of the guys
g 8 thougtt maybe they could, yow know -- Cobb shouldn't
; 9 have gotten into the stands,
]
o 10 8AM CRAWFORD: That was another thing,
:EE 11 T don't know whether I should say that or not. It was,
E - he might have been justified in what he did, but the
§§§ 13 way it turned out it was kind of traglc affair., This
:E% 14 man, I can remember this, somebody was sitting up in
ggé o the bleachers, it was raining, sprinkling and that day,
% : 16 there was only, T think the man was sitting up there
; 17 alone, pretty near, and in the bleachers near the back
5 18 of our bench and he was riding Cobb all the time.
- Every time he'd go in you know, he kept
%5 ridipg him personally, personal stuff, bad and Cobb
o took it as long as he ecould and finally went up there.
54 This man was sitting there with a raincoat on, remember
- they used to wear a capy he went up there and he took
aa a sock at this man and he come %o find out the man didn't
- have any arms, Did you ever hear that?
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2 INIEFRVIEWER: Yes,
3 SAM CRAWFORD: You heard that, you knew
4 that then, yah, it turned out he had both arms off,
5 so that was what the whole thing was, of course, he
61l shouldn't have gone up there,
7 INTERVIEWER: No, you know, a fan can't
g 8 80 on the field and a player shouldn't go into the
; 0 stands, |
1]
E 1o SAM CRAWFORD: Well, I -~ the thing that
ogé 11 we think about reminiseing about, when you meet some-
%g; 12 body that has these questions or knows something about
§§% 13 baseball, you get some foolish questions too, you know,
EE% 14 sometimes, people wonller about different things,
g%é - I'd had letters from people that went
% e " baeck, I guess from 1907 or '0R or somewhere in there,
; - We had Connie at that time, Connie Mack, to battle,
5 i Philadelphia, and we had a seventeen inning game there
1 one time, and 1t decided, really it decided the pennant,
- | Well, they had ropes up around the outfiéld
sa and we were going on, they had Wild Bill and ugre knocking
sd his ears douwn, but he seemed to recover, you know. It
45 was a bad game, I think it was nine to nine or something
Y like that, and we tied it up in the ninth inning and
3¢ it went seventeen innings, but thenduring this game,
. gaseriaran ormea o NEW YoRK GITY OFFicE Sl imiainn om
WASHINGTON 5, b €. , T NawvoRk se My ‘ PEAR ROCKAWAY, Lrts.

METROPOLITAN 8-088%9 WORTH 4-7589 : GRANITE 1-6208



1 38

z I was playing centerfield at that time, and "Harry

3 Deers" T know hit a fly ball out eenter, just an ordinary

4 fly ball, and just as I was going to catch it something

5 hit my arm and just whirled me around like that,you

6 knowe

7 Some policeman, sitting down in front
3 8 of the ropes, you know, he didn't, I wasn't anywhere
E 9 near the ropes, he was siﬁting down front of the vopes,
§ . 10 T notieed him sittihg there -~ and he jumps up and he
wgg 11 run around in front of me and hit my arm just as I
Eéé 12 was catching the ball, hit my arm and knocked it out
EEE 13 and of course, we squawked you know, and "Phil Coatin"
zgg 14 was there and I don't know who the other young fellow

2a

2E§ 15 was but they both saw 1t,‘and then of eourse, they
? ’ 16 called him out, but that was the uaﬁ it ended.
E 17 It was a ﬁie game and that really won
; 18 the pennant for us,

19 INTFRVIEWER: It seems %o me a lot of

20 times they'd put ropes up in the outfield.

21 SAM CRAWFORD: Yah,

22 TNTERVIEWER: Fans standing behind the

23 ropes, 1 should think there'd be a lot of incidents

24 1ike that, where they“d interfere with the outfielders,

- SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, yes, they really inter=
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2 fered too, at times, you know. Sometimes when they
3 didn't have the ropes up and the crowd was around there‘
é and they'd have policemen there to keevo them back,
5 Ttve seen many a time people who would interfere with
6 the fielder. You know, all they'd have to do is stand
7 st111 and let the fielder run into them, they wouldn't
3 8 get out of the way.
E 9 Itve seen the erowd open up and let him
§ 10 go in there and get it, you know., Instead of standing
OEE 11 still they'd open up and he'd go right into the
;gé 12 erowd and gat it.
v 6
§§§ 13 INTERVIEWER: It all depends on whose
z;é 14 side your on,
gég 15 8AM CRAWFORD: Yah, Well, this thing about
% ; 16 Cobb, the armless man, I wouldn't want that --
; 17 INTERVIEWER: No, well, everybody knows
E 18 that anyway -
19 SAM CRAWFORD: No, I don't think many
20 peqple know about that,
21 I NTERVIEWER: Well, they always say that
22 he was a cripple.
23 SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, well, theyrcould say
24 that,
25 INTERVIEWER: Yeh, he shouldn't,you know

METROPOLITAN 8.0889 WORTH 4-7589 : GRANITE 1-6208
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2 a ball player shouldntt go into the stands and the Tan
3 shouldn't go onto the field,
4 SAM CRAWFORD: You take a lot of abuse
5 you know, and it gets under your hide after a while,
6 INTERVIEWER: Does it really? Did it
7 get under your hide?
3 8 8AM CRAWFORD: Oh, it will eventually,
5 9 eventmally,
§ 10 TNTERVIEWER: You get sort of cynical
wag 1 about it, don't you
Eé% 12 SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, you don't pay any
§§§ 13 attention to them, But, you hear it just the same,
:ég 14 you know, you hear it allright, you can't help it.
gég 15 INTERVI FWER: Yeh, Do you remember that
% ‘ 16 game, when you all won the pennant in 1908, the last
; 17 day of the season?
5 18 S8AM CRAWFORD: 1In Chicago, the White Sox
19 beat us ==
20 INI'FRVIEWER: Walsh?
21 SAM CRAWFORD: I guess they had two or
22 three in there, but we want into Chicago, we only had
23 to win one game out of three, to win the pennant,
gt INTERVIEWER: 1908,
25 SAM CRAWFORD: And we thought it was a cineh
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2 you know, and the Sox, they didn't figure, but we got
3 in there and "Jeez" they knoecked us off the first few
4 games, Then it comes down the last game, boy things
5 tightened up, you see,
6 We had good games there, you see, we gob
7 beat two elose games, but then it depended on this
g 8 last game and Wild Bill piteched, shut tem out, seven
E 9 to nothing.
§ 10 : INTFRVIEWER: Yeh, Eg Walsh pitched for
" g% 11 them,
z 34
;EE 12 SAM CRAWFORD: I guess he started, yaa.
§§§ 13 INIERVIEWER: Do you know how many hits
z;% 14 you got that day?
Z'E; A SAM CRAWFORD: I don't remember,
% ¢ 16 IM‘EPRVIMR.: Four,
; 17 @AM CRAWFORD: Really, I didn't remember,
E 18 I pemember the game, we wound up seven to nothing, you
19 see when they, when the Sox went out there, when they
20 won the first game, you know, everything was, you know,
21 they didn't figure they had a chance, they just went
22 out there and played ball, and they beat us, and the
23 second game, same thing, you know.
24 We were tightened up and they were relaxed,
25 and when it come to the last game then the chips were
Pt ¢ e

WASHINGTON 5, D. C, vie i NEW YORK 38, N. Y. sl - o FAR ROCKAWAY, L. I.
METROPOLITAN 8-0889 . WORTH 4.7589 GRANITE 1-6208



COVERAGE

REPORTING
STENOTYPE REPORTING SPECIALISTS
CERTIFIED STENOTYPE REPORTER AND STAFF

1]
o
ES
I

F4
(o)
=
<
z

[

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

25

L2
down, the guys couldn't pick up a bell hardly, youn
know, it would be Frankie's ball and "Chiggie" Donohue,
you know, they were like this. We came into the park
yoﬁ know, yelling and singinge.

INTERVIEWER: Pressure had a lot to do
with it,

SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, we were -- a great
big axe was on the club at that time, Geez, I've popped
off here quite a bit, is that going to be all in there?

INTERVIEWER: Well, I took it all down,
what's in there I don't know, but everything you've

gaid is very interesting.

If you had to do it all over again, if
you had to start to live your 1ife all over again, would

you be a ball player?

SAM CRAWFORD: I believe so, yah.

I NTERVI EWER: Did you enjoy 1it?

€AM CRAWFORD: Oh, yes. I enjoyed it,
It was a good life, all that. Of course, there were
toﬁgh games toe, a lot of beefs going on too, you know,

different things,.

I NTERVIEWER: What did you do after you
finished in the Ameriean League, you went to the Coast

League didn't you?
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SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, I came out in 19 ==
I finished up in Detroit in 1917 and T came out to
the Cosst here and played with Los Angeles, '18, '19,
120 gnd '21,

INTERVIEWER: Why didn't you stay a few
more games and get three thousand hits with Detroit?

SAM CRAWFORD: 1I'1l1l tell you about that if
you'll excuse me a minute.

INTERVIFWER: Sure, How come you didn't
stey in the big leagues just enough to get another
thirty~six hits to get three thousand?

SAM CRAWFORD: Well, it's a long story.

I really had three thousand hits, I had three thousand’
hits == see T was in the Western League, that's where
Ben Johnson come into the pieture, he was forming the
American lLeague at that time., I was supposed to get,
when I went to Cincinatti «- he decided that anybody
that eome from a smaller league, I just happened to

be the Western League, I wae supposed to have those
hites that I made in that Western League, see, but they
wouldn't give them to me,

I wrote to "Spink", you know, St. Louis,
and T wrote to the Hall of Fame before I went into the

Hall of Fame. I wanted those, I wanted -- that's a
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2 seleet eirele, you know, that three thousand, and I
3 really should have been in there because I had those
4 hits and they zave you the hits for being in the
5 Western League because the Western League, some of
6 those towns were taken into the American Lesgue, see.
7 Well, T had those hits but you know they
3 3 wouldn't give them to me. I had them, I don't know
; 9 about three ﬁhousand and fifty-two something like that,
1]
° 10 so T wrote about it, I wrote Spink about it and sald
:gé 11 you've got the records right there and the Hall of
32
'Egé 12 Fame.
2%3 13 Do you know Kainer, Sid Kainer, I wrote
:gg 14 to him about it. Well, they hemehawed around about it
gég 15 I guess and then said, well 1 guess we can't do any~
% ’ 16 thing about it,
; 17 INTFRVIEWER: When you'went to L.A. in
5 18 1917 or '18, did you figure then you had three thousand
19 hits?
20 8AM CRAWFORD: Well, I had given up on
21 1t you know, and then I didn't think anything about it
22 because =-- it's a long story, about this hit business,.
23 Cobb was mixed up in that too.
24 INTERVIEWER: How was that?
25 @AM CRAWFORD: And Jennings was mixed up
WASHINGTON .OFFICE NEW YORK CITY OFFIGE i LONG ISLAND OFFICE
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in it.

INTFRVIEFWER: How did they all get involved?

SAM CRAWFORD: Well, Cobb and 1 didn't
get slong too well you know, I don't know about”this in -

INTERVIEWER: Don't worry about it, it
won't go on,

SAM CRAWFORD: I can tell you about this,
T don't very often mention it., About 1917, spring
training, everything was fine, well-~ if you're on a
eélub with a man like Cobb, the big guy, you know, he
knew that I was nearing three thousand. It always
burns me when I think of this, you know. At the time
I didn't want any trouble, you know.

They set me on the benech in 1917 and I
never played a ball game,.all season, Cobb and Jennings
and Mahlin, they were -~ Cobb was running the thing
and keeping me from meking these three thousand hits,
Instead of advertising the thing and making something
out of it, the head offiece had the damper on it, see,
théy weren't going to do anything, so I sat on the
beneh all 1917, never played a ball game.

I was ready to play and I'd have gone
way over if I had., That was a personal affair and

they were all three in on it, Jennings, and Cobb and
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Mahlin, and of course, they said, well, we'll keep
him out, It was only a personal affair between Cobb
and myself, but Jennings and Mahlin had no business
sticking their noses in.

T would have made three thousand in
gseventeen yesrs, I would have had it, shortest time
that anybody ever made it, That burned me after, when
T got to thinking sbout it, then when they wouldntt
give me that - that I really made it by the Western
League, that was the second thing, and I knew I had
them, but then they wouldn't give me those.

1 NTERVI EWFR: Oh, boy, and you could still
hit because you hit 360 in the Coast League a couple
years after that, |

SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, so it was, well it
was, I don't know what word to say, but it was & brutal
thing in a way, you know, personal animosity thet would
go that far, And also, to humiliate me they put
pitchers in the outfield, you know; things like that .

INTERVIEWER: Well, it's a shame.

SAM CRAWFORD: Trat really happened,
" Itm not just popping off or overstating or understating
it, it's just exactly as 1t was, T won't exaggerate

it anyway, that's just exactly the way it happened.
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1 L7
2 I sti1l think of tlose things you know,
3 after all, you wouldn't think a man ~ a professional
4 jealousy, you know, he didn't, Cobb wanted to be the
. whole thing all of the time, all the time.
6 INTERVIEWER: Wasn't that way with Honus
- Wagner,
" . @AM CRAWFORD: ©Oh, no, or Walter Johnson,
0
< any of those fellows, Speaker, they're all in together,
o 9 v .
1)
S - They'd say oh, you lucky stiff, and kid around about 1it,
O & .
o E » but he wanted to be the main cog all the time, which
LR «
ng : he was, in a way, but still, you could still recognize
Loy 2
Fak
g : % 13 and be half way decent about things,
oo
Wk He's talking about, in his book, about,
Eed 14
£h :
i 58 oh everybody was against him and all that stuff, I
ahg 15 :
3z ¢ gsaid well, there's two sides to this thing, why, why
| 16 : .
g was everybody against him, there must have been a reason
- 17
” X for it. We're not canhibels or heathens or anything,
z 18 ) '
we're all ball players together and trying to get
19
along, and somebody comes in there and disrupts the
20 ;T4 .
whole situation, saying dem Yankees, things like that,
21
INTERVIEWER: He was still fighting the
22 ' ‘
Civil War.
23
&AM CRAWFORD: Yah, It was a terrible
24
thing. Well, he was, he led that Atlantie League
25
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down there, T thirk somewhere in Augusta, somewhere
down there and he was pretty coecky you know,.

INTERVIEWER: You ﬁere up there when
Rabe Ruth broke in weren't you?

SAM CRAWFORD: I suppose sc, he was with
Baltimore, I think, wasn't he, with Jack Dunn?

INTFRVIEWER: Yah.

&AM CRAWFORD: I think that's where he
broke in, in the Fastern League I think, and then he
moved to the Red Séx, as a piteher. I batted against
him many times.

I NTERVIEWER: Gh; T meant to ask you
something -- you played in a World Series two years
ageinst the Cubs, Tinkers, and Fvers and Chance, were
they you know, now fifty years later, people say, the
grestest infield ever was Tinkers, Fvers and Chance,
how true was that?

SAM CRAWFORD: I never thought that,

It was a good combination, a good double play combina-
tion, but as far as ball players, I don't know whether
there was a three hundred hitter among them, but it

was that combination and they wrote a song about it

and that's in there, in the Hall of Fame, which as a

lot of ball players wouvld sayy no it shouldn't be in
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there.

TNTRRVI FWER: What was the best infield
you saw, what about that Philadelphia As infleld?

SAM CRAWFORD: That was a greast infield,
Boston hed a grest infield. They were all pretty
good ball e¢lubs all around, pretty well balanced all
around, but I never -- you talk to any old ball player
yéu'll hear the same thing, there are some players
in there that shouldn't be in the Hall of Fame,

INI'ERVIEWFR: And some that aren't in
that should be?

&AM CRAWFORD: Yah, they will be even=
tually, but you know they put one in this year that
goes elear back to 1880,

INTERVIEWER: T still don't understand
why "Rube" Walker isn't in the Hall of Fame,

SAM CRAWFORD: I don't know, you know
he won nineteen straight once.

I NTERVIEWER: Lou Bardell, of course, he
1s; isn't he?

SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, yah, he's in. Took
me forty years to get in there. 1 finished my season

in the big league in '17 end didn't get in there until

157,
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2 INTERVIEWER: Yes, that's true isn't it,
3 thatts right,
4 SAM CRAWFORD: Forty years, and when I
5 did get in 1 had telegrams fiom, well the President
6 of the Teague, different baseball people, and they
7 all said the same thing, this should have happened
g 8 years ago, you know, they all said the same thing, they
E 9 had it in their minds, you know,
5 10 ‘ T1d given up on it, that is, T hadn't
w%é 11 really thought mueh about it. You know, they were
Egé 12 talking about the Hall of Fame, I read the papers,
§§§ 13 and they'd say well, sc and so they voting on in the
2;% 14 Hall of Fame and your nsme came up, you knowe.
gég 15 Well, nothing came of it, that was it
% ’ 16 see, and this went on for years like that, every once
; 17 in a while my name would eome up, you know, and I
5 18 just said, skip it, I_don't care anything about it,
19 and then all of a sudden when I'd forgot all about it,
20 then all of a sudden here we are, 1 was sitting up
21 on the desert up therein a cebin with snow all around,
22 in Februvuary, and the first thing you know I hear the
973 photographers and newsmen all around the place, taking
24 pictures and everything, I didn't know what was going
25 on. It was an amusing thing, just sitting up there, and
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2 you know, then from then on -- but I've had, I guess
3 Jt've had thousands of letters, you know, just tbouéands,
4 I answered everything by hand, you know, and I still
5 get, as T told you, I still get fan mail, kids wanting
6 avtographs things like that.
7 Sometimes they send a stamped envelope,
g 8 sometimes they don't, so really it's been an expense
E 9 to me because it cost you six cents for a stamped
E ) 10 envelope but T always aﬁauerr them whether they send
wgg 1 a stamped envelope -~ about half of them send stamped
;gé 12 envelopes,
Ky
0L 13 INTERVIEWER: Do you ever go baeck to
ubf
“t 14 Detroit?
2; 15 SAM CRAWFORD: 1 haven't been back there
| ? ) 16 since 1908 -- I mean?58,
E 17 INTERVIEWER: What did they have, an
; 18 old timer's day?
19 SAM CRAWFORD: They had an old timer, or
20 an anniversary, the first anniversary from 1907 to
21 1957, see, that was the first anniversery. Those things
22 are all right, but I neéerﬂeared -= T didn't like to
23 get out there in uniform. I want to be remembered the
24 way I used to be beoaasé you're only a shell of your
25 former self, you know, and T think it's kind of pitiful
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2 myself and I don't think they should -- it's all right
3 to get out there in your elothes, civilian clothes,
4 and appear, but to get in uniform and try to play ball,
5 I don't believe in that.
6 0f course, you ean't play anyway =« maybe
7 an inning, but -- it's too bad, T don't 1like it.
u & I NTERVIEWER: Did you enjoy yourself
w »
: 9 though, there that day?
'1]
5 - SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, yes, you know, they
O =«
0l always give you presents and things like that, it's
552 11
z3%
;EE 12 very good, ‘
xof
OEE 43 INTFRVIEWFR: What was your highest
pow
] E &
XuZ 14 batting average?
£h
a
w SAM CRAWFORD: three seventy-eight.
aog 15
? ° 16 INTERVIEWER: Three seventy=-elght,
z
0 17 SAM CRAWFORD: And I never even come close
b=
; 18 to leading the league. Jackson hit over four hundred.
19 I NTERVIEWER: Oh boy.
- 8AM CRAWFOFRD: Talking way back, 1911 or
112
21 i
- I NTERVIEWER: Jackson was quite a hitter
wasn't he?
23 e
- @AM CRAWFORD: Oh, he was a greatb ball
25 player, A great ball player.
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I N'ERVIEWER: A great natural ball player,
SAM CREWFORD: He reminds me -- Ted Willlams,
he was built just about like Ted Williams, long and
rangy, not muscular, but had a natural swing. He'd
hit & ball as hard as anybody ever hit a ball T think,
even Babe Ruth, They cleim that he hit one in the old
Polo Grounds, ¥ou've seen the Polo Grounds, double

deck, and then the roof, he hit the old ball over the

roof,

You know it's a pretty good ball to hit
in the lower pavilion, and then té hit it upstairs,
but he hit 1t clear over the roof, the old ball,
Things like that you know,

INTFRVIEWER: What ever got intec a man
1ike that, such a great ball player, to take part in

that business?

@AM CRAWFORD: Well, he had no education
you know, he was just a hillbilly from down south
somewhere.,

INTEFRVIEWER: Yah, I guess he was -~

@AM CRAWFORD: He was persuaded probably,

by the rest of t hem,
INTERVIEWER: He was a follower, some=

body like "Gando" ==
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aAM CRAWFRD: Yah, a conformist.

(8]

3 Gando, they tell me, got the money out of that thing.

4 The way T heard it, I don't know the whole truth,

5 but, it seems that they gave these gamblers, I think

6 Abe Atell was mixed up in that ==

7 I NTERVIEWER: Abe Atell was, yes.
3 8 &AM CRAWFORD: Well, it seems, the way
E 9 I got it was that Mrs. Gando was given seventy=~five
; 10 thousand dollars. Did you ever hear of that?
:5% 11 I N'FRVIEWER: Seventy~five hundred.
§§§ 12 SAM CRAWFO RD: Nb; seventy~-five thousand.
E: 5 INTERVIEWER: T didn't hear that, no.
:gé 14 SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, seventy-five thousand,
géé 15 that's the way I got it, and after she got it , well
% s 16 then she said she didn't,nobody ever gave me anything,
§ 17 I don't know anything about it, you know, played dumb,
5 18 and they say he came out here to the coast and bought

19 property later and he wouldn't do much for seventy-five

20 hundred.

- INTERVIEWER: Yah,

SAM CRAWFORD: So it had to be thousands,
but that's the way I got it so I don't know how true

it is. He was in on it,

I NTERVIEWER: He was the ring leader,
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2 8AM CRAWFORD: Too bad, and Buck Weaver,

3 he elaims he wasn't in on it,.

4 INTFRVIEWER: He claims he was at the

5 meeting but after the meeting he didn't throw any

6 ball games,he played hies best,

7 8AM CRAWFORD: Um hmm, great ball player,
3 8 he was a nice ball player, big pair of hands, a great
: 9 pair of handé.
g 10 IHTEEVIEWER: Jimmy Austin says het's the
U§E 11 best third baseman he ever saw,
ggg 12 8AM CRAWFORD: Yah, he was a great pair
§§% 13 of hands. Any time that ball hit that glove it was
',;’; " there, it didn't bounce out or anything, he had it,
ggé - Not much of a hitter but a good steady ball player,
% g ¥ INTERVIEWER: Two=eighty.,
; 2~ SAM CRAWFORD: S0, it's -- the whole thing,
5 5 that was a bad situation. I don't know whether you

" know about it, but that series, that was in 1919 wasn't

3% it, Qincinatti won that series, well -- Fddie Collins

» was on the club, ¥id Gleason was the manager. Sharp

L was pitching, "Shuck” he was catehing his pitcher,

2 he knew dam well they weren't putting out, he knew it,

Ey he went to Gleascn and told Gleason about it, and

oF Gleason went to Kominsky, they knew it, they knew that
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2 they threw thst game, They knew that now, this is
3 official, you won't want thie in the book -- they
4 knew that that was a crooked series, the magnates
5 knew it, Well, they let 1t go.
6 They didn't do nothing and it kind of
7 blew over., Well, they go into the next season, it
3 8 looked like the Sox were going to win again, see, they'd
E 9 gone down to, I guess way into feptember,
§ i INTERVIEWER: Soxeand Cleveland.
w§§ 1 SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, September, wasn't
Eéé 12 it? Here they got the whole team, and then here they
§§§ 13 stopped thisg thing, after a year later, then they
:;g 14 stopped it and said that there was a crooked series.
:éé 15 And they knew it 21l the time. It's better, right at
% ¢ 16 the minute they knew, they should have stopped that
; 17 thing, they knew it. Sharp knew it. I talked to Ray
5 18 Sharp later down in Cooperstown, he knew it, he knew
19 the fellows weren't putting out.
= INTERVIEWER: Secotty was a good pitchgf
21 too.
22 &AM CRAWFORD: Yah, so you see, they blame
23 it on the ball players, but it wasn't the ball players
24 fault, and any ballplayer will tell you that Kominsky
25 was the guy that was -- that had the most to do with
e L | New vomkomYoFmeE . . LONG ISLAND OFFIGE -
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2 that because Kominsky would never pay any salaries,
3 You know, youfve heard that, He'd rather give a
4 newspaper man a thousand dollars than he would a ball-
5 player five dollars,
6 0f course, that was hisg business, he
7 wanted publicity.
g 8 INTERVIEWER: They said that Secotty
E 9 was getting over six thousand that year.
§ ) 10 SAM CRAWFORD: Well, I guess that's
wgé 11 probably true.
z %32 _ _
FEE 12 TNTERVIEWER: And that Joe Jackson was
s 8
§F 13 getting seventy-five hundred. Those were pretty low
:gg 14 salaries, very low.
2a
EEE 15 SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, for a million dollars
? ) 16 worth of ball players,
E 17 A INTERVIEWER: Of course, you start talking
; 18 about owners you know, there's not_very many of the
19 dwners that are giving away money to ball players,
20 SAM CRAWFORD: No, you bet not, that's
21 right, and Kominsky especially was noted for -Oh, you
22 know, he'd wine and dine the press but when it comes
23 to the ball players, that was a strange thing beecause
24 he was a ball player himself,
25 INTERVIEWER: Yeh, yea.
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Q@AM CRAWFORD: Made million, millions.

Do you remember Russell, Red Russell, left hand pitcher
with the White Sox?

INTEFRVIEWFR: Yah,

SAM CRAWFORD: Do you know what he was
getting -- two hundred and fifty dollars a month,

I know that.

INTERVIEWER: Well, there was a lot of
cheap owners, Griffith was never any spendthrift,

SAM CRAWF@RD: No, nor Connie Mack either,

INI'ERVIEWER: Frank Mahlin wasn't giving:
his money away éither.

@AM CRAWFORD: No, no == of course, baek
in those days, five, six thousand was a lot of money
you know, it was considered a iot of money. You were
only working six months they'd say, but you got to
1ive in those six months too, besides, six months idle,
unless you got a job or something.

INT'FRVI FWER: What did you use to do in

the offseason?
SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, I never did much of
anything, I just, you know, took it easy.
INTERVIEWER: Go fishing.

SAM CRAWFORD: Fishing, was in Cuba one
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2 winter, down in New Orleasn, you know, just fooling
3 around, whiech I think == I don't believe in "Calfer"
4| plan, I don't think you should. I don't know how it
5 is now, T guess they don't exert themselves too mueh
6 now, but I know when we got through with our season we
7 were ready to sit down and rest a little bit,
r; 8 INTERVIEWER: Yeh, What did you do after
E 9 1922 when you hung'up your spikes?
B - SAM CRAWFORD: Well, then T was cosehing
:E‘ - the "U.8.0%: "
E 5 INTERVIEWER: ©Oh, did you,
§§§ 13 S&H CRAWFORD: Yah, I coached over there
Eg% 14 three or four years, and then I umpired too, you know,
g.fg 5 I was with U.8, C., 1 took the boys to Japan in 128,
% s 16 INTERVIEWER: Oh, you were in U,8.C. for
; 17 how long?
: 5 18 SAM CRAWFORD®  Oh, T don't know, two or
19 three years T guess, maybe four, I don't know., I know
20 I took them to Japan, That's a big trip for the boys;
21 you know,
22 INTERVIEWER: How does it feel, you know,
23 you figure from 1899 to 1921, you were playing every
24 season right? Twenty-two years, twenty-three years., How,
24 well, howdid it feel in 1922, when you don't go to
S e sy .~ nEwvomk crry oFFice LONG 18LAND oFFiCE
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2 spring training or youire not going to go out there and =--
3 SAM CRAWFORD: Well, you know, you don't
4 feel any too good amut it, of course, you see the
5 parades and all that and you kind of get a lump in
6 your throat, yov know. I did, to see the boys having
7 parades before the games you know, and all that, but
g 8 that's the way it is, you ean't,you go so far you know,
E 9 and then —
§ ) 10 _ TNTFRVIFWER: You were about forty-two
w%i 11 then anyway. At forty-one you weré still hitting in
EE% 12 the three hundreds,
v g
§§§ 13 (Tape went blank at this point)
zgg 14 And, you don't have a telephone do you?
',3'; 15 SAM CRAWFORD: No, I wouldn't have one,
? ) 16 Tf 1 had a lot of money I wouldn't have a telephone,
g 17 I NTERVIEWER: Why not?
; 18 8AM CRAWFORD: I just don't like telephones,
19 Anybody wante to see you fhey can come and see you,
20 1 never was for telephones. If I had dough I uouldn'ﬁ
21 have a telephone. I guess it's all right, you know,
22 it might be, but I don't like it.
23 INTERVIEWER: You don't like to have
24 people calling you?
25 SAM CRAWFORD: No, and I got that tele=-
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2 vision, T never turn the thing on. Never turn it on,

3 nothing on there I want,

4 INTFRVIEWER: You don't even wateh the

5 ball games?

6 S8AM CRAWFORD: I might wateh the World

7 Series, thet's about all. I don't know how long 1I'll
3 8 be here, you know,
E 9 ‘ - INTERVIEWER: I never knew ~- well -- have
§ ) 10 to move on again,
wgg 11 &AM CRAWFORD: Yah, I was fooling around
Egé 12 in Cayugas, about two years ago I was in Cayugas, then

v e
§° 13 I left there and went down to Ocesnside, you know
$§§ 14 down -~ what's the names -~ the name of the place just
Qa

EEE 15 below Oceanside there -~ Ineinedias -~ down there about
? ) 16 a year, then 1 came back to Cayugas again, was awful
§ 17 windy there this winter, very windy, much more than 1t
; 18 is here,

19 It've been thinking about this place, so

20 I got.acquainted with a lot of people and finally 1

21 staggered into this, you know, you get this cottage

22 here, I rent these cottages, you know just kind of

23 look after things, 1 got a wife down in Hollywood.

24 She says T still bounce around, you know, it's a hang-

25 over from baseball days, always a change, you know, one
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day youre here, next day in Boston, you're alway
changing and she says you're still changing. I can't
take that down there,

INTERVIEWER: L,A.?

SAM CRAWFORD: Too much smog, Hollywood,
tough going down there, can't breathe hardly. Have
you been there, you know,

INTERVIEWER: Sure, I've been there.
You're an individualist,

SAM CRAWFORD: Not a conformist, I like
to do what I want to do, don't bother anybody, I don't
even buy a newspaper, ain't nothing but trouble in
it, Spoils your morning, you get up in the mornlng,
fegl pretty good, get a hold of a paper, see big head-
lines, somebody killed, somebody kidnapped, the whole
thing starts off -- it starts the day wrong., That's
my own feeling, maybe I'm wrong about it, I don't know,
but T don't know what's going on, somaybe I'm wrong,

I don't know,
| INTERVIEWER: Do many people who come
to see you talk about the o0ld days of baseball?
SAM CRAWFORD: Very few.
INTERVIEWER: Do many people know who you

are?
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2 SAM CRAWFORD: I never talk -- had enough
3 of that too, I was up in the "Pananlo" Valley up there,
4 for about ten years in that ecabin, and I go back and
5 forth to Hollywood, & week or two up there, and down
6 and back, well, I was around there about ten years,
7 around this little town called Pear Blossom -- you
g 8 know where that is around there, you don't -~
E 9 INTERVIEWER: No.
o it SAM CRAWFORD: Well, it's around Lancaster
:Eg 11 and Palmdale, out on the deserts, what they call
§§§ 12 "Pananlo Valley", on the edge of the desert. It's niece
§§§ 13 up there, gets pretty cold in the winbter, but 1 was
zg% 14 around about ten years and finally when I got in the
gég " Hell of Fame people come around and say well, I didn't
% ¢ 16 even know you were a ball player, because,you know,
; i I never told them.
5 18 - Only my friends knew, once in a while
19 I'd go to the county falir, they'd have a little fair
2 there in Lancaster, and I'd go around there, had some
21 friends there and they'd introduece me around and they
22 didn't even know I was a ball player,
23 INTERVIEWER: Baseball was a lot rougher
%4 in the o0ld days?
25 SAM CRAWFORD: ©Not only was it rougher,
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INTFRVIEWER: The men that played it
were more durable,

SAM CRAWFORD: Must have heen, must have
been, not only must have been, they were, because gsome=
fimes those pitchers would pitch a double header, like
MeGinity or some of those, Alexander, they'd start a
double header and they'd win the first game in a breegze,
you know, nothing to it, go right on and pitch the
second game., That happened many a time,

INTERVIEWER: 1 remember they'd play
with injuries,

8AM CRAWFORD: Yah, they'd get spiked,
spiking, they talk about Cobb spiking, Cobb never
gpiked anybody. If they got in the way, that's their
own lookout., Those infielders are supposed to take
care of themselves. If they got in the way and got
nicked, why, they never said anything, they'd just take
a chew of tobaecco out of thelr mouth and slap it on
thére, wrap a handerchief around and go right on.

They didn't think anything of it. But
now, if they get a little scratch, why they take them
to the hospital,

INTERVIEWER: Yeh, they were much more
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2 durable guys,
3 8AM CRAWFORD: I don't know about durabilitygy
4 or durable, but T know they're talking about these
5 fellows talking about five or six hundred consecutive
6 games, well, I played over twelve hundreec consecutive
7 gamese.
g 8 INTERVIEWER: "Did you?
» 5 SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, over twelve hundred
g 10 eonsecutive games and not only that but all the spring
:EE 11 training games, and exhibition games. They were talking
E§§ 12 about Mustal or somebody playing eight hundred or some=-
g " thing like that.,
‘,L’r' ” INTERVIEWER: You didn't have the kind
ggé 18 of traininge facilities, elub house training faeilities
% y thet they have today did you?
; 17 SAM CRAWFORD: No, they got "baths" and
E 18 everything else. We had a trainer but you know, he
19 just rubbed you down, put some what they used to.call
- "Go fast" on you, take a bottle of vaseline and a
a3 bottle of Tabasco sauce, you know how hot that is,
= mix that together, thet's hot, and they put that on,
i and boy when you start sweating and you were on fire,
d INTERVIEWER: You had the unfortunate
- experience facing Babe Adams ==
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SAM CRAWFORD: Just an ordinary pitcher,
just an ordinary pitcher, just a little curve ball.
There's always something in the World Series, somebody
that's Been generally outstanding, some hitter or
pitecher, or somebody.
TINTERVIEWER: Adams won three games that
year in the series,
SAM CRBAWFORD: Atcheson shut out the
Atheletics, shut them out for three games in the World
Series,
INTERVIEWER: You never faced Mathewson,
did you?
SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, in the early days,
when he first came to the National League, I batted
against him in Cineinatti.
INTERVIEWER: Oh, really?
8AM CRAWFORD: Yah, when he just came
out of college., I always done pretty well against
Matty, He was a great pitcher, really mix them up
you know.
INTERVIEWER: I guess the best pitcher
you figure you ever faced was Walter Johnson, hmmm?
SAM CRAWFORD: I'm sure of it, without
a doubt,
Syt orics Ny fome f aue - : LONG ISLAND OFFIGE
1311 G STREET, N.W. 150 NASSAU STREET ot T 2850 OCEAN CREST BLVD. -
WASHINGTON 5, D. €. NEW YORK 38, N. Y. o FAR ROCKAWAY, L. .

METROPOLITAN 8.0889 WORTH 4-73589 GRANITE 1-6208



COVERAGE

REPORTING
STENOTYPE REPORTING SPECIALISTS
GERTIFIED STENOTYPE REPORTER AND STAFF

0]
o
ES
|
z
o
(-
<
4

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

N

67

INTERVIEWER: I sure do appreciate your
taking this time,

SAM CRAWFORD: Well, I'm just sitting here
and reading. I don't generslly read thet -- that's
trash, that paper stuff, some of it is trash you know,
but T haven't got any -~ I haven't got any of my bookg.
My favorite writer is Balzae,

INTERVIEWER: Do you read a lot?

©AM CRAWFORD: Quite a bit. Balzae is
my favorite.

INTFRVIEWER: I haven't read him,

SAM CRAWFORD: A great descriptive writer,
I say it's an amazing thing that a man could write so
many and be interesting. You eould take, I had a set
of Balzac, you could piek out any book and you'd have
something interesting, It's amazing, I don't see
how one man with a mind eould spend his life at it,

I guess, He must have, because all those hundreds
of books,.

INTERVIEWER: Is that a mathematics book
down there?

8AM CRAWFORD: Oh, I was just glancing
at it, T was never worth a dam in mathematies. T have

some reader's digest stuff,
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I NTERVIEWER: 8o that's what you do, you
spend all your time, all by yourself reading.

SAM CRAWFOFRD: Not all the time, I pitch
horseshoes, I got some horseshoes there, piteh horse-
shoes and T whittle chains out of sticks.

INTERVIEWER: Did you do those? 1've
been looking at them,

SAM CRAWFORD: You been looking at them,

INTERVIEWER: Yeh.

SAM CRAWFORD: Well, I whittled them out,

TNTERVIEWER: You whittled these?

SAM CRAWFORD: There's the stick it's
made out of,

INTERVIEWER: Boy oh boy.

SAM CRAWFORD: That's made out of teakwood.

I NTERVIEWER: That's beautiful.

SAM CRAWFORD: That's rédally before it's
finished you know, just the rough, just the corners,
you have to take that all off. That's the way you saw
the wood see, just like that. That's teakwood.

INTERVIEWER: I don't know how you do it,

@AM CRAWFORD: I have tools to do it.
Here's one made out of Oak, you can see the difference
in them, in the woods.

sifdunlyran srrce - NEW YORK CITY OFFiCE . YEH LA B
WASHINGTON 5, B. &, Y NEW YORK 8, M v, T . : AR ROCKAWAY, L1, -

METROPOLITAN 8-0889 WORTH 4-7589 GRANITE 1-6208



1 69
2 I NTERVIEWER: Boy, they're beautiful,
3 SAM CRAWFORD: Well, it's something to
4 kill time with., You can spend hours you know,working
5 on it. You have to have little drills and knives, I
6 have &pecial knives you know, woodworking knives.
7 INTERVIEWFR: Yah, T think they're good.
3 8 SAM CRAWFCRD: Well, some people like to
E 9 look at them, Here's one I'm working on now, a little
S 10 small one, see, here's the stick, I've only got that
:&% 11 far with it. That'es just in the rough. I'll smooth
Eg: 12 it up you know,
Fuk
off . INTFRVIEWER: What do you do then with
gy _
Etg b them?
3‘«?: s ' SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, T haven't done snything
% ¢ 16 with them, T may give them away, it's just something
; it to kill time., Here's one of the first ones I ever
5 1 made, JIt's pretty exacting work you know, you've got
- to be very careful, That's pine,
- : INTERVIEWER: I don't understand how
. yéu do it, I mean, you got all these things together,
i you don't put them together.
- 8AM CRAWFORD: No, they've got to be carved
o out, Here's the way they are, you see, that one is
o loose, that square that's loose in there, and t heh you've
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2 got to whittle them out; a little at & time, it takes
3 a little tinme, but that's all I've got is time,
4 INTFRVIEWER: I think that's wonderful,
5 SAM CRAWFORD: It's just something I have
6 the tools to work with,
7 INTERVIEWFR: It's great,
u " 8AM CRAWFORD: A lot of people like them
L}
; 9 who've seenthem, but I have special tools.
It
; - INTERVIEWER: Where did you learn to do
v
g that?
obs 1
z3: ” SAM CRAWFORD: ©h, I just picked it up,
&k
g%% I haven't got much in here,
o 13
gfg - INI'FRVIEWER: Were you a farm boy, did
EG
wi B you grow up on a farm?
oig 15
=z 6 SAM CRAWFORD: I've been on a farm many
| 16
5 times, T've husked corn and'things like that.
- 17 « ‘
< . INTFRVIFWER: You weren't a farm boy though?
z
" SAM CRAWFORD: No, not reslly,
INTERVI EWER: You grew up in town, at
20
Wahoo,
21
SAM CRAWFORD: Yah., Here's one of the
22
drills I use.
23
INTERVIEWER: What did your father do?
24
Was he a whittler?
25
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SAM CRAWFORD: He was =- no, he was in
the Civil War and when I e¢an remember back, he had a
store, a general store you know, just a little country
store where they sold everything. This is just fun,

INTFRVIEWER: How'd you get to be a
ball player?

SAM CRAWFORD: Just around town, we
always had ball players, kids, Ybu,khou; playing ball
around toun,‘made our own balls by yarn and -

INTERVIEWER: You made your own balls?

8AM CRAWFORD: Yah, all the kids would
gather string and yarn you know, and we'd make our
own balls, make our oun bats.

INTERVIEWER: Thie little town Wahoo -~

S8AM CRAWFORD: I insisted that they put
this name Wahoo on thét card, on that plaque, that's
made out of bronze you knouw, you've been to the Hall
of Fame haven't you, that's made out of bronze, and I
insisted they put that name Wahoo on there, I wanted‘
that on there,

I NTERVIEWER: thy is that?

@AM CRAWFORD: Because that's my home town,
see, I wanted to advertise it. Do you know that there's

some prominent men came from Wahoo, Darryl Zanuck came
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2 from there, did you know that?
3 INTERVIEW?R: N6 .
4 SAM CRAWFORD: I remember when he was
5 a little tqwheaded kid running around the streets.
6 About four, five years old, his mother and father
7 owned a hotel there, you know, a little country town,
3 3 Wahoo, the county seat. His father and mot her had the
: 9 hotel., And then we had Harold Hanson, another Wahoo
1]
3 10 boy, and when we were kids together --well, he's the
:ﬂé 11 big shot in Fastman's Conservatory of Musie in
6o
E§§ 12 Rochester, New York, orchestra leader and conductor
E%% 13 1 guess, and composer. A big man.
zg% 14 Then we had another one, a guy by the
ggé . name of Beadlow. He was a farm boy, he lived on a
% g . farm outside of town, well, he's in Cal Tegh, in there
; - in Pasadena that big, whatever it is, he was in
5 - genetics or something. He won a Nobel prize I think,
19 INTFRVIEWER: You grew up in town.
&AM CRAWFCRD: Yah,
20
. INTERVIEWER: And your mother and father
. ran the general store.
- SAM CRAWFORD: Well, they didn't have, they
- wasn't doing anything then, he wasn't doing anything
05 then, he had never been very well, he didn't do so well
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in the war, but I can remember before we was in Wahoo ,
we was In another little town and that's were he had
the store.

INTFRVIEWER: Oh, and then he retired?

SAM CRAWFORD: Uh, huh,

INTFRVIEWER: What did he think about you
becoming & ball player?

S“AM CRAWFORD: Oh, they didn't, they
thought it was all right,

INTERVIEWER: You said baseball players
were a little bit -

SAM CRAWFORD: Well, they were rough, it
was rough” game, but it was a wonderful thing, you knowu,
a 1ittle town, they say, hmmm, meybe you're going to
get iIn the league somewhere and when I signed up to go
in that Canadian League, boy that sure was something,

bYou leave toun; get your tfaneportation and everything,
sixty-five dollars a month. |

You know I was up in Chatham, that's just
a little ways from Detroit, and I wind up there and
I haven't got -~ I think my Dad gave me ten dollars or
something, I didn't have anything, didn't have a job
or anything even, I didn't know ~- so I went up there and

I wind up in Cincinatti -~ so that's the way it goes.
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Is this going in there?

INTFRVIEWER: Yah, but I just want to get
those pictures.

9AM CRAWFORD: Oh, yeh, let's see -~ this
is real old stuff you know that I got here. This is an
0ld book, you can see it's o0ld and dilapidated. There's
the boat we went over on, it had sails on. We went to
Vancouver, there's the boat. It's more like a Yacht
you know.

INTFRVIEWER: You got sick on it.

SAM CRAWFORD: Obh, geez, I near died, I
was ten days in my bunk. Now these are old stuff, you
may not be too interested in seeing old stuff. Here's
Doc White. This is the world tour, this is the start

.of 1t, see here,

Heret's the Tally Ho, over in Houston.

TNTFRVI EWER: That's the Tally Ho, hubh?

@AM CRAWFORD: Yah, the Tally Ho, you rode

on top: of 1t‘you see.,

INTERVIEWER: When the ball club went to

the ball park, did you go in those?

@AM CRAWFORD: Went in a bus, a bus, seats

on the side you know,

INTERVIEWER: It was horse drawn,
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8AM CRAWFORD: Yah, horse drawn.
Here's Speaker and myself, this was down in Arizona.
Here's &peaker,

INTFRVIEWER: Spesker was a good outfielder,

SAM CRAWFORD: 0Oh, the best center fielder
there was ever I guess., He eould go back, better than
anyone 1 ever saw, go back and get those balls,

INTERVIEWER: He played pretty close behind
second? |

SAM CRAWFORD: Everywhere, uhj he was all
over the place, Heret's Hal Chgse. That's Mrs, Chase
and that's Speaker, that's Mrs. Hal Chase, He had a
sprained ankle here, see, he's got a cane.

INTFRVIEWER: The§ say he was a pretty bad
apple, is that right?

SAM CRAWFORD: He was the best first base~
man that ever lived, I think,.

INTERVIEWER: Yeh?

8AM CRAWFORD: 1In my book,

INTERVIEWER: You saw him play first base?

SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, yeh, he was a marvel,
a marvel. He didn't have a big basket to catch them
in either,

INTERVIFWER: And he was a great fielder?
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SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, yeh., These are some
pictures we took of him. "Fielder" Jones. Bar-B-Que
at Oxnard, see,

INTERVIEWER: I veguely remember, wasn't
that a time thet you had a -~ "Lopert" was with you
‘all on that thing and you had a race =~

SAM CRAWFORD: He raced a horse arcund
the bases,

INTFRVIEWER: 1 remember that, yeh.

SAM CRAWFORD: I don't remember whether
it was in "Oxnard" or not, we didn't play in Oxnard,

INTERVIFWER:  Who won that race, him or
the horse?

SAM CRAWFORD: The horse beat him, it went
around the outside andbeat him. You know, outside the
bases. Now, I made it to Japan, see,

INTERVIEWER: But "Lopert" was pretty fast
wasn't he?

®AM CRAWFORD: Yah, he was pretty fast,
but you ean't beat & horse, you know,

INTERVIFWER: He's still around you know.

8AM CRAWFORD: Yah, he's a good guy. We
got to Rome and went to see the Pope you know, and he
was, he married a divorcee, and they djdn'ﬁ allow her
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2 to go. Broke her heart you krnow, she wanted to go.
3 Hong Kong. There's Mrs, Lopert.
4 TNTFRVIEWFR: That's Mrs, Lopert,.
5 SAM CRAWFORD: Yup, I got one picture =-
6 INTFRVIEWER: What size bat did you use,
7 what weight bat?
3 8 &AM CRAWFORD: Forﬁy ounce,
E 9 INTERVIEWER: Forty -- did you strike out
Z 10 very much?
:&% 11 SAM CRAWFORD: Well they tell me very
Egg 12 seldom, I don't want to pop off or anything, but they
g%% 13 said very seldom. I didn't pay much attention to 1%,
2;% 14 but you know, it's kind of a -- you know, you hated to
gég 15 strike out, you know, When the pitcher got two strikes
% g 16 on you, you shortened up on your bat, did something,
; 17 you just didn't stand there, but these guys, Jesus, they
5 18 don't do a thing.
19 T don't know, of course, it's ~- there's
20 one picture here -~
21 INTERVIEWER: With very few strikeouts,
22 were you hitting for distanee or for =~
23 SAM CRAWFORD: No, just hitting, trust to
a4 luek,
4% INTERVIEWER: Just try to meet the ball?
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2 SAM CRAWFORD: VYah, hit it somewhers, gef
3 men orn bases you know, do something with it. Here's
4 where we were in Cuba, in Havhna,vtbey ecaught a shark,
5 they went out in the Harbor and got a shark, look at the
6 size of that mouth, That's Schaeffer there, pulling his
7 mouth open.
3 8 I NTFRVIEWER: You said Schaeffer 1s a
E 9 good thing for a ball club, why was that?
; 10 SAM CRAWFORD: Because he was a good, he
:gg 11 kept everybody in goﬁd humor, you know, all' the time,
E§§ 12 INTERVIEWER: | A comedian.
E '3 SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, kind of a comedian,
Egg 14 you know, all the time, telling stories, telling what
géé 15 a great hitter he was and all that stuff, you know,
% : 16 just kidding. There's the old Tally Ho, that was
§ 17 electric.
; 18 I NTERVIFWER: You call them the Tally
19 Ho, was that what everybody called them then?
a5 SAM CRAWFORD: 1 guess so, I don't know,
- but I guess that's what it was,
” INTERVIFWER: Sort of a little bus?
- @AM CRAWFORD: Yeh, but you rode on top of
- the dem thing, There isn'tmuch more, this is old stuff,
- I NTERVIEWER: Did you dress in the hotel
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2 or in the ball park?

3 SAM CRAWFORD: We dressed always at the

4 hotel and went out in a busg.

5 INTERVIEWER: In that Tally Ho?

6 SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, there were seats on

7 each gide, you knoﬁ. You recognize this.
g 8 INTFRVIEWER: That's the tiiangle.
E 9 8AM CRAWFORD: 1Is that still there?
§ 10 INTERVIEWER: Yah, Twenty-fifth street
U%E 11 I think, twenty-third,
§< 12 SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, 1t is, huh.
;gég 13 INTERVIEWER: What'p this?
:;g 14 #AM CRAWFORD: I was choked up on the bat,
gég 15 you know.
% ’ 16 INTERVIEWER: Most of the time where did
; 17 you hold the bat?
5 18 SAM CRAWFORD: By the end., You asked me

19 about it, forty ounce,

20 INTERVIFWER: Cobb had a funny hold on the

21 bat.

29 SAM CRAWFORD: He choked up with his hands

23 apart, but a choke just the same,

24 INTERVIEWER: What do you think about

25 those, you know =-
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2 SAM CRAWFORDE ©h, everybody had a different
3 way == vou get started in a certain thing, a certain
4 way of yholding and doing things and if it turns out
5 all right, why thet's what to do, you know, But I don't
6 know, I think these young punks now, they go to train
7 a batter and think they know what they're doing. There's
:’; 8 so many coaches around telling him what to do you know,
E 9 INTERVIEWER: Didn't you have coaches?
§ . u SAM CRAWFORD: No, we never had any coaches,
wgg 11 Had a trainer, that's all we had. You're on your own,
23
;gg 12 . INTFRVIFWER: Were you superstitious?
Zgd
ZEE 13 SAM CRAWFORD: Not too much. The only
zgg 14 thing is, I wouldn't walk under a ladder, that's all,
gé% 15 I NTERVIFWER: What about on the ball
; |
I 16 field?
z
° 17 8AM CRAWFORD: No, not so much, never
:z; 18 thought of anything. I've seen a lot of them who were
19 superstitious, even butterfly's flying across the field,
20 The se big red butterflys, you've seen those, Monarchs,
21 or a white butterfly. A red ohe meant something and a
22 white one meant something, and the manager would look
23 out and boy, oh, boy, oh boy, there goes a red one, you
24 know, things like that. They believed that stuff, you
25 know, they really believed it,
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2 A fellow named Bill Armor, he used to
3 menage Cleveland, Bill Armor, and he came to Detroit
4 after, very superstitious. The bats, we used to lay
5 the bats out you know, and if ohe was laid a little bit
6 crooked you know, he'd holler at the bat boy and say
v hey, take that hickory out of there, you know. Little
3 8 thinges like that. He'd go nuts if he a cross eyed boy.
N 5 INTERVIEWER: Really?
| 11]
; 10 SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, Jesus, we used to try
:gé 1 to find a cross eyed boy for a bat boy.
E§§ 1 (Laughter)
FaoE
E%% 13 Bill would take a loock at him and get an
zgé 14 expression on his face, you'd think he was going to die,
uff you know, Get rid of him, get rid of him. Leave him
% f 16 stay here but keep him out of my sight, I don't want
g 17 to see him,
; 18 INTERVIEWER: What was Bill then, manager
19 of Cleveland?®
2o SAM CRAWFORD: No, he was managing Detroit.
o He had managed Cleveland and then he came to Detroit.
A INTERVIEWER: ©h, you're talking about
53 way back.
% SAM CRAWFORD: 1904 or '05, in there.
25 INTERVIEWER: Yah, yah, before Jennings
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2 now and =~
3 SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, There were a lot
& of superstitious guys, Jesus, We'd laugh you know, we
5 got a big kick out of that, we'dreally try and find
6 a cross eyed bat boy. We had a lot of fun,
7 INTERVIEWER: You had, yeh, you had
3 8 "Barrel" as a manager too, didn't you?
<
o 9 SAM CRAWFORD: Yeh, one time in Detroit,
1]
° - He's in the Hall of Fame, now why is he in the Hall of
O
o
o b P ?
wka 11 ame
zi4
;gg 12 INTERVIEWER: I don't know.
o
oFd 4 SAM CRAWFORD: Beecause he got Babe Ruth
Lo ]
Wy
mgé 14 from Boston, that puts him in the Haell of Fame, He
£ ' '
[*]
w § & never was a ball player.
D"'E 15
? ’ 16 INTFRVIFWER: No, he was a general manager,
z
o 17 SAM CRAWFORD: Even before that you know,
[= :
; 18 whern he was younger, he wasn't a ball player. He managed
19 Toronto one time, he was a fighter you know, that is
20 bull dozer, he scared that Toronto c¢lub into winning the
21 pennant, they were afraid of him. You won this game
29 or he was going to lick everybody, and I guess he did
23 liek a couple of them, He had them scared to death,
they won the pennant.
24
- He thought he could do the same thing
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when he came to Detroit, he was going to bull doze
everybody, He was one of these guys that sat on the
bench and made sarcastie remarks while the game was
going on, you know, ifyou're out on the bases or some=-
thing, 160k at the big lobster out there, you know,
meking remarks.

It gets a laugh from the rest of the
bench you see, things like that, but that didn't set
good,

INTFRVIFWER: He only lasted at Detroit
for a year?

SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, and that was a year
too mueh, Oscar "Vitt" was pretty much that way. After
he got to Cleveland, if he had kepthis mouth shut they'd
have won that pennant you know, at that time. He would
sit on the bench and make sarcastic remarks, like, fellow,
look at my star pitcher out there, things like that,

If he had kept his mouth closed we'd have
won that pennant. You can't do it, you can't go against,

. you know, things thet are not right. You can't do those
thines that's all,

INTERVIEWER: What makes a good manager
and what makes a manager not goodf

SAM CRAWFORD: You've got to give and take,
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you got to be flexible You ean make a lot
of rules, T don't know how it is now, of course, they're
getting big money now and they're probably taking care
of themselves, but we had a hard time with managers and
everything, because there were a lot of drunks,ryou

know, there was a lot of boozing going on.

They would have a curfew and ~-- well,

they didn't
 INTERVIEWER: You sald before that very
few people drank on your elub?

SAM CRAWFORD: Well} I mean generally,
some did, some have trouble, we didn't have much
trouble, although once in a while somebody would come
in after cﬁrfeu but ==

INTERVIEWER: Do you think the manager's
job is mainly strategy or is it morale?

SAM CRAWFORD: Well, I think the players
make the manager, the manger don't make the playerse
He can't make the players, it's the players that make
the manager. If you've got a bunch that can t hink,
why hell, the old Brooklyn when Robby, no, not Robby,
before Robby -- Hanlin, Fd Hanlin -- Brooklym, they
had that old Baltimore bunch came to Brooklyn, you know,

they left Baltimore, and the rest of them, Tom Dooley
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and =-- a lot of them came to Brooklyn from Baltimore.,
Well, anyway, Fd Hanlin was the manager, he was beneh
manager, he didn't have on a suit, civilian clothes,
end there was Tom Dooley, Jennings, Bill Darwin, some
of those old timers, Kid Gleason I guess was there, well,
anyway Haenlin was managing, and they'd get in a tough
game and things were getting a little tough and Hanlin
here is wringing his hands, you know, on the bench
eand talking to some of those old timers.

He'd say =~ some of the players were
telking -~ look out there, that's rough, and he'd say
to them, Hanlin, he'd say to them, for Christs sake
keep quiet, keep quiet and we will win the ball game,
just keep your mouths shut. That's what he used to tell
them.

You know, you aren't doing any good, they'rd
playing the game, they know what to do, and he was trying
to tell them, see, for Christs sake, keep quiet, we'll
win this ball game. And that's the way they were, those
feilows, they were out there to win that ball game,

INTERVIEWER: That was a tough bunch, that
0ld Baltimore bunch.

&AM CRAWFORD: You bet your 1ife they were,

Brother Keeler and all those fellows,
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2 INTERVIEWER: Did you ever see "Keeler"

3 pla y?

4 SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, yeh,T played against

5 himg

6 INTERVIEWER: You did?

7 SAM CRAWFORD: 1In the old days, in the
g 8 Baltimore days. I was with Cincinatti,
Y 9 INTERVIEWFR: Yeh, that's right,
i1]
S 10 8AM CRAWFORD: That was my first experience
U &
w%% 11 you know,
E§§, 12 INTERVIEWER: Was he as good as they say,
rop
2%5 13 Keeler?
Zt‘: s SAM CRAWFORD: Wonderful, wonderful, He
géé 15 wore a little mitt, a left hander he was. Never used
% ¢ - mach of the bat, he only used half of the bat, He
_g_ 17 hit over 400 bnece, just hitting them over the infield
5 18 you know, bcunéi.ﬁg; them down,

19 INTERVIEWER: Bouncing them down, they used

. to do that more than they do today,

5 SAM CRAWF:)RD:‘ Of eourse, it's a peculiar

- thing about that, why they used to do that or not, if

45 you were lucky you might hit down on a ball and make

x it bounce, but there's a chance that 1t might not. 1I%

05 was a lot of luck you know. It's like the fellow trying
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to =~ you know, the place hitter, you've heard of the
place hitter.

INTERVIEWER: Yeh,

8AM CRAWFORD: Well, the place hitter is
nothing more than, if the ball is right, he can hit
it right where he wants to hit it, Tike they say hit
and run, they say run and hit now, they don't say hit
and run, they say run and hit,

Well, anyway, somebody on first, and the
batter up there, they're going to play run and hit,
hit and run, Well, he gives him a sign and he goes
now =- well, he's going to try and hit behind that --
the batter if he can, to right field maybe, or maybe
he might hit to left field, but the ball is pitched right.
If the -ball isn't pitched right, then what,

You don't always get it where you want
1t, If it's pitched inside maybe you can pull it to
right field, but suppose he wants to hit to right field
and the bell is pitched outside, you see, what are you
going to do, so that hit and run, or that vlace hitting,
it's a hit and miss affair.

There's no specific rule that you can go

by because the pitcher, every ball is different.

INTERVIEWER: But Keeler could do it,
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2 voun gee.
3 SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, well, he's supposed %o
4 be a-place hitter, but he was just a little pecking
5 hitter, you know, just a little knicking job, he may
6 have been pretty good:at that, placing.
7 INTERVIEWER: You didn't try to place the
(119! 8 ball?
E 9 | SAM CRAWRORD: Not too much. Now, I know ==
5 10 T can only remember one time in Chicagﬁ -~ Taylor, he
0§§ 11 used to awiﬁg right, he alw#ys used to swing around to
Egé 12 the right, Well -- Keeler jumped from centerfield to
E%% 13 menager. A left handed pitcher was pitching, and they
gg% 14 were all swinging around to the right, nobody was in
gég 15 left field, and this pitching, well, I don't know what
% e 16 happened, but he pitched outside to me, and I -- gee,
; 17 1t went 1in "larft field.
'5 i Three times I hit that ball, three two base
19 hits, I could walk to second to second base, you know ,
20 thgrg wasn't anybody in left field. Now, that's one
21 of those things, You wouldn't think that -- Nick should
22 have known better than that, to pitch‘outside when e
23 sees all the fielders all playing to the right, so I
24 just -- that's one time that I can say I tried %o hit
25 to left and T d1d hit to left, three two base hits,
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And all T did was just trot to second base, there wasn't

anybody over there.

So I don't know, this place hitting, I
don't know. Well, it was a base hit thet started the
trouble, You see the man on second base, if the next
one hits,he scores, and Merkel instead of going down
to second and catching second, he ran straight to the
¢lub house, you see, he»don't go to second base.

Well, He discovers he don't go to second
so he gives up another ball, you see, and then the
Cubs win, no they tie, they tied the game, and then
the played it off and Walter "Tidebaum" beat Masterson
in the play off, so that's the way that was, but Merkel,
hell, anybody -- that's just a lapse, but it's liable
to happen.

INTERVIEWER: I understand they always
ran for the elubhouse in a situation like that in those
dayse

&AM CRAWFORD: They didn't pay any attention
tokif, it happened to be a very important game, you see.
Any little tHng outside of the routine, they'd arab
jt,you see. It was like this, one of those pitchers
in there, "Guessler" I should say, Doc Guessler, he

was in Detroit for a while as an outfielder, and later
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amusing thing, he was just an ordinary ballplayer,

not too bright, but he was vlaying centerfield, I don't
know who they were nlaying, but Fvers and Tinker were
there, and somebody, there was a -- one run, see, they
needed, there was a man on second base and somebody

hit just line, kind of a line fly ball out there, you
knew, and =~ to Guessler, and he was kind of running
sideways towards the c¢lub house you know, and he catches
this ball, you know, and keeps right on going with only
one out.

(Laughter)

Here was Keeler and Evefs chasing him
you See.

(Laughter)

That was a funny thing, they uere'chasing
their heads off and he's going to the clubhouse. Is all
that going in there?

INTERVIEWER: No, I'1l1l just pick and
choose,

SAM CRAWFORD: But it all goes in there?
Everything I say =--it red ly goes in there.

INTFRVIFWER: Goes in there, that's right,

it goes in there,
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2 SAM CRAWFORD: Just talking natural.
3 INTERVIEWER: Yupe.
4 SAM CRAWFORD: Well, I1'1]1 be darned, that's
5 sensitive ifsn't 1t7
6 INTERVIEWER: Very.
7 SAM CRAWFORD: Must be,
3 8 INTFRVIEWER: Very sensitive.
M 9 SAM CRAWFORD: Better be cereful. There's
11}
; 10 not anything in there that's too personal, you know.
:EE. 11 T want -= if I could see it ==
E - INTERVI EWER: No, there won't be,
§§% 13 SAM CRAWFORD: 1 wouldn't want anything
:E% 14 because, you-know, there's a lot of ball players left
g%é - and they'd say that fathead, ﬁhat the hell is he doing
% g - popping off out there,
. TNTERVIEWER: No, no.
5 18 8AM CRAWFORD: 1 wouldn't want that because
19 I wart them to r emember me as a pretty fair sort of a
- guy,_yeu know, that's the way I want to be so that when
- you kick off, they'll say, well he wasn't such a bad
- guy after all, you know, pretty fair and square,
53 I very seldom mention Cobb but he never
04 had a friend in baseball, but you know that. Thét's
as g terrible thing you know, play out there twenty years
WASHINGTON OFFICE . NEW YORK CITY OFFICE - LONG ISLAND OFFICE
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and never have a friend. That is not right. "Too big
a star that's all, too big a man, too big a star. His
money, he had too much, he made a lot in Coca Cola
you knowu,

INTFRVIEWER: A tremendous amount,

SAM CRAWFORD: He made more in Coca Cola
than he d4id in baseball, but at any rate that's the way
it is, He was agreat ball player, but not the greatest
ball player in my book.

INTERVIEWER: Where did you bat in the
batting order, typicaily?

&AM CRAWFORD: Fourth, generally,

INTERVI EWER: Who was above you?

8AM CRAWFORD: Cobb,

INTFRVIEWER: Cobb was third?

SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, Dony Bireh would
lead off generally, and then Davey Jones, then Cobb and
then myself, then Leach,

INTERVIEWEFR: Was it a problem for you to
bat right behind Coﬁb with Cobb on the base pad?

SAM CRAWFORD: Didn't bother me,

INTFRVIEWER: Didn't distract you? Will
a baserunner often -- who is going back and forth --

SAM CRAWFORD: That don't mean anything
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to the batter =--

INTERVIEWER: It doesn't,

@AM CRAWFORD -~ because, unless he gives
him a hit and run sign or something like that, but even
then you're looking out for yourself, you know. He's
taking care of himself.,

I NITERVI EWER: You weren't trying to -- 1
mean the pitcher was being distracted by Cobb wasn't
he, and wouldn't that distract you too? No, huh,

@AM CRAWFORD: No, T was taking care of
myself, you know, I wanted to hit that ball somewhere
1f I eould. But a lot of times he'd be on first base
and T'd get a base on balls, purposely maybe, and go
down to first. I'd glance, as I started on my way %o
first T'd sort of half glanee at third you know, and
13 see him go, just a little bit, like that, he wanted
me to go to second base, you see.

Well, I would trot down half way, twoe=
thirde of the way to first and after I got two=«thirds
of the way T'd speed up and go as fast as I could go

and T turn first and head for second, and he's on third,

g0 they were watching him, trying to watch him and I1'd

go on to second base, They didn't know what to do,

they were afraid he was going to score, if they went
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2 after me, he's llable Lo score, see, Well, we pulled
3 that on them a long time, |
4 INTFRVIEWFR: You mean you went to second
5 on a base on balls?
6 8AM CRAWFORD: Well, yes, I'd go to first,
7 you gel first nafurally, and then I wouldn't stop at
W 8 first, I1'd just touech the base and go right on, see,
E 9 | INTERVIEWER: On a base on balls?
g 10 SAM CRAW?@RD@ Yah, yah, that's official,
:EE 11 there's nothing wrong with it. You know you're allowed
E§§ 12 first base and it don't make any difference what you
§§§ 13 do after you get to first, so I'd just step on the b ase
EEE 14 and keep right on going, see, Tear out for sescond base
ggé 15 and then, boy then there was excitement, you know,
% : - for the crowd, they'd ﬁonder what's going to happen
; 17 now, We pulled that all the time,
5 = It was very interesting, sometimes they
10 would catch him and sometimes they'd catch me. Sometimes
a5 thgy_wouldn't get anybody, you know,
. (Faughter)
- They didn't know what to do, if he got
23 off too far, they'd send that ball to third and I'd go
24 on to second see, and if they got him trapped then
25 he's in a pickle and now he's going back and forth see,
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2 and then I've got to go over towards third base and in
3 case they get him IT'm going to be on third, you see,
4 80 this was the o0ld material, a lot of
5 things happened, after the game started. You know, you
6 ecan sit in theclubhouse, we used to sit arouvnd in a
7 eirele, you know, and we'd t alk about things, 1f the
3 g Boston e¢lub was coming, we'd have a meeting before we'd
: o go out, what we're going to do, you know, we're going
E 10 to do that, we're going to do this, but we'd get out
OEE 11 there and it don't go that way at all.
%ég 12 We knocked our brains out so you can't
5%5 & figure this, see, you can't put it on a blackboard, it
ooy
zg% 14 eanﬂt be done.
gég 5 INTFRVIEWER: You were pretty fast too?
% . SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, T -- pretty good.
; - INTFRVIEWER: You used to steal twenty-
E 18 thirty bases a season,
i 8AM CRAWFORD: I think forty once. Of
- eourse, Cobb helped me there too, you know, they were
- ufﬁaid of him, T got stolen bases where they weré
- watching him too., It's all been very interesting. This
- 1s more than I've talked in years, and it's good, but
04 1 don'ﬁ see anybody end I don't talk too much,
- You know, if somebody asks me something,
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and as T told you T lived up there on the desert., T
was up there for ten years, and they didn't even know
T was a ballplayer, I never talked to them,

When the Hall of Fame thing come up, they
said, well Gee, that's Sam, he's up there, we didn't
even know it, cee. Photographers, newspaper men, they
didn't know what was happening.

iNTERVIEWER: Those were great days, when
they played, weren't theyo

SAM CRAWFORD: We thought so, we thought
so., Of course, they didn't get the prices then, they
didn't have the seating capacity, but it was real basee
ball, real baseball, hecause there was always something,
1t wasn't eut and dried, you know, it wasn't over until
that last man was out,

Not cut and dried, because there'es too
many things eould happen. Bunting, there was a lot of
bunting going on, you eould bunt that ball you know,

Of covrse, today, very few can bunt, they don't know
hoﬁ,but then that bunt was a part of the ball game,
you know if you want that run,

I sew a man get on first and they need
that one run and instead of buring him down to second

or if he got on second bunting him to third, they get
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2 up there and swing, I can't see that, They want one
3 run, that's all they want.
4 INTFRVIEWER: Don't understand it.
5 8AM CRAWFORD: No, and if they do bunt
6 they bunt it right baek to the pitcher and they eatch
7 the guy inbetweenrand then they massacre him, They.
1 8 pick him apart. They're doing the best they can, you
0
: 9 knowe
1]}
S 10 INTERVI FWER: You said, when you were a
O
25 11 kid in Nebraska, you made your own baseballs?
V3¢
E; - SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, yes, you know with
= & o ’ :
oy
§§§ 13 some yarf and some string., You'd get hold of a little
£
kw2 g4 rubber ball for the center, you know. Then we'd sew
£
2a
ggg 8 the, get the mothers to sew the ball, the string all
? ¢ 9% around to hold it together,
z
o 17 INTERVIEWER: You wound tape on the oute
-
< L]
z 18 e
19 SAM CRAWFORD: No, we didn't know what
20 tape was, we didn't see much tape, Of eourse, they had
21 tape then, because for eleetricity they had teape, but
22 T ean remember very well the first electric lishts in
23 our town, in Wahoo, on the ecorner, the street corner
> they had one, just ore loop of wire, kind of reddish,
2% us kids used to go down to the corner and watch this
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deal. Then we'd go over to the powerhouse, the dynamos

were there, you know, and see where they made the elec=

trieity.,
After that they came with the arc lights,

the arc lights, you know,‘thebtwo carbons coming to~
gether, that was the next step, but the really onld
first ones, ﬁhey were just a reddish, just one loop of
wire in the bulb,

INTERVIFWER: Was baseball a very well
known spoft when you were growing up?

&AM CRAWFORD: O©Oh, yes, there were teams,
always a team in Wahoo, the men, a man's team, and
they've had what you call league ball, a dollar and
a quarter is what it was, they called it league ball,
rubber center and all. Boy if we ever could get a
hold of one of those, why =--

INTERVIEWER: What did you use for bats,
a regular bat?

@AM CRAWFORD: Yah, we'd come down and get
a brokén bat and nail it up, or put string around it,
but T can remember when the used to eatch behind the
plate without a mask or protecter or glove. Yeh, I

remember, no mask, no protecter, nothing, and they threw
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2 a pretty fast ball, once in & while you'd get a foul
3 tip you know, right in the face. Terrible. And they
4 didn't have any glove for that, a mitt, catcher's mitt,
5 you know, they didn't have those.
6 INTERVIEWER: No wonder it was hard getting
o a kid to be catcher, huh?
3 8 SAM CRAWFORD: Well, in those daja, of
: 9 course, it didn't make-mﬁeh difference then.
1}
o 4 INTERVIEWER: Did a chbcher catch the
:a% 11 ball on the bounce then?
E‘ 5 SAM CRAWFORD: Yeh, they'd stand back by
§§§ 13 the backstop, until’ the batter had two strikes, they'd
:E% 14 ecomie up on the third strike, I used to tell a story
gég 15 aboﬁt when Connie Mack was a catcher you know, and he
% ¢ i6 stook back like that, and‘he used to get two strikes
; 17 on a batter and He'd come up and be talking to the
5 18 batter, kidding with the batter you know, and all of
19 a audéen he'd jump behind the plate and the pitcher
- ugé all ready to pitch and they'd put a strike over on
21 ol
- INTERVIEWER: A quick piteh.
23 SAM CRAWFORD: Yeh,a quick pitch. You
4 know, you'd be distracting the batter's attention and
25 the pitcher was all set to go. Even in those days,
ot e s 1Y R Shan ' et ciues bi¥
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2 you know, they had trickery.
. INTERVIEWER: Pitchers in those days
" were allowed a lot more leeway than they are now?
5 SAM CRAWFORD: Well, even in my day too
6 with these spitballs end all this. A spitball pitcher |
‘ was plenty tough, Jack Chesbrough, you knouw, he used
3 8 to be with the Yankees, he won forty games there one
E 9 season,
>
5 . 9 INTERVIEWER: Did Ed Walsh throw a spit=-
2 11 balls
G«
Egg 12 SAM CRAWF&BD: That's what made him, the
20 13 spitball. He -- they wouldn't let him pitch, he sat
zgg 14 on the bench there one year, all he had was a fast
5
;Eg 15 ball, didn't have a curve, and they wouldn't even let
z ) 16 him pitch until he developed his spitball and they
S 17 ecouldn't beat him. A big man, you don't remember him,
; 18 of eourse, but he was a big man, big man.
19 He covld walk out, well, he won over
20 forty games of his own and then finished about t wenty
21 for the rest of them so you know he was quite a pitcher,
22 Het'd walk but there any time, anytime they needed some=~
23 body,/as they'd say, to put the fire out.
24 . : INTERVIEWER: I wanted to ask you about
25 the Cincinatti Reds that you first came up with?
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SAM CRAWFORD: 18997

INTFRVIEWER: - Yeh?

SAM CRAWFORD: September, 1899,

INTERVIEWFR: You were with the Reds for
three years, right?

SAM CRAWFORD: I finished up -- it was
1899, 1900, '01 and '02, three and a half years,

| I NTEFRVIEWER: You had some -~ wasn't

Amos Ruchie on that team?

SAM CRAWFORD: No, he was all through at
that time, His big time was in New York, you know.

INTERVIEWER: Before then?

SAM CRAWFORD: ©h, yes. He was just ~-
they took him on I think for his name, he was all
finished.

I NTERVIEWER: Harry Steinfeld was on that
team, wasn't he, the year you went to the Cubs?

&AM CRAWFORD: That's right,

INTERVIEWER: And Deedee McFee was on that
team,

8SAM CRAWFORD: Nineteen years he played

second baseman for Cineinatti,
I NTERVIEWER: Gberfield was on that team?
8AM CRAWFORD: Yes, for a while, before
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he went to the Yankees, you know,

INTHFRVIFWER: Deedee McFee was a good
hitter,

8AM CRAWFORD: Not so much, a good fielder,
great fielder, and we had a shortstop name of Corcoran,
Tommy Corcoran, who was quite & fielder too, but that
was my firét, in 1899, I just came out of the Western
League, that's where this controvery was -- with that
Western League.

I came up there with all these o0ld fellowus
you know, Buek Rwing, and Al Selback, McBride, all
old timers, Jack Taylor was a pitcher, and Reidenstein
was there too, and he hated those years when he was
in 8%, Louis, Reidenstein, he was a left hand pitcher
too.

INTERVIEWER: Did you break right into
that lineup?

SAM CRAWFORD: Yeh.,

INTFRVIEWER: Was anybody resentful?

SAM CRAWFORD: They weren't any too friehdly
you know, and they didn't ask you for batting practice
or anything you know. There was a little hostility there,
I was only nineteen then, you know, and coming into a

strance situation there, altogether different, you

know,
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INTFRVIEWER: That was also your first
year of organized baseball,

8AM CRAWFORD: Yah, yah.

INTFRVIEWER: You made the majors the
firet year,

S8AM CRAWFORD: In three leagues, made the
Canadian League, the Western League and the American
League, 8ll in one year,

INTEFVIEWER: Wasn't "Dudley Horris" on
thet team too?

SAH CRAWFGRD: There was a man, Dudley
Horris, he should be in the Hall of Fame, I've always
said that, When Cincinattl won the pennant the last
time, he threw out the first ball, you remember that?

INTFRVI EWER: He was a hundred years old
then.

®AM CRAWFORD: Ninety-nine, ninety-nine
years old, but there was & good ball player. He stole
over five hundred bases and he donft get a tumble for
the Hall of Fame, There's a mistake there because the
man should be in there, He hit almost three hundred
too. He was a right hand thrower and a left hand hitter,
fast.,

INTEFRVIEWER: Good ball player,

METROPOLITAN 8.0889 WORTH 4-7589 ) GRANITE 1-6208



1 10l

2 8AM CRAWFORD: Very good. Great ball

3 player, grest outfielder. I played alongside of him

4 but he was mostly on his way out at that time, he

g was about finished. He was going out and T was Jjust

6 coming in,

7 INTFRVI FWER: How did he communicate --
g 8 SAM CRAWFORD: Well, he could make a
E 9 little kind of a throaty noise, kind of a squawky little
§ ) 10 noise that he got out of his throat someway, T don't
wég 1 know how he did it, but I could always, when he wuas
Egé 12 going after a fly ball I could hear this 1little noise
§§§ 13 and T knew he was going to take i%t, see, but he never
zgg 14 had any trouble. He was the originastor, or the insti=-
g%g 15 gator of the umpire giving that -- you know that?
% ‘ 16 INTERVIEWER: No, what?
; 17 SAM CRAWFORD: Giving the sign for a ball
-
; 18 or a strike. You see he'!d be up to bat, he can't hear

19 énd he can't talk so he'd be up to bat and he'd look

20 arpund to the umpire..

21 INTFRVIEWER: Gh,

29 SAM CRAWFORD: That's what gtarted that,

23 They didn't used to do that you know. He was the one

24 that started that, he had to look around and see what

25 it was, a ball or a strike,

.- NEW YORK 38, N. Y. FAR ROCKAWAY, L. L
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2 INITERVIEWER: I1'11 be darned,

3 8AM CRAWFORD: That's the way that started.

4 Ordinary baseball fans don't know that, you know, but

5 thaet's a fact, There's another peculiar thing, maybe

6 I told you about him and his wife, he had a deaf and

7 dumb wife also, you know, and they lived in Cincinatti,
g 8 hed their home there, and they had a unique doorbell
E 9 arrangement. I don't know whether I %told you, did I?
5 - INTERVIEWER: No, no.
w%é 11 SAM CRAWFORD: He had a doorbell, a knob
Egé 12 on the front door somewhere and you pulled this knob
§§§ 13 and they had a little wooden chute or something, there
ﬁgg 14 was a lead ball on it, and you pulled this knob it pulled,
gp - tilted this thing up and this lead ball would roll off
% 5 % and hit the floor and they knew, they felt it, you know.
; 17 Wasn't that an odd thing.
E 1 Thet lead ball would hit the floor and

19 they'd get the vibrations, see, through the feet. 1

20 thought that was quite odd and interesting, wasn't it,

21 He had a personal, he used to wear a diamond ring, we

22 all did in those days, but his knuckles were pretty

23 big, so he had to have, he had a diamond ring, but it

24 hed a hinge in it. He'd put it on and lock it see, he

25 - eouldn't get it over his big knuckles so he'd put it on
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2 and then lock it,
3 INTERVIEWER: "Dummy" Horris played for
4 fifteen, eighteen years, didn't he?
5 SAM CRAWFORD: I think so, the old
6 National, he's in the encyclopedia there., I was looking
7 in there, T wanted to see if they give the total, and
u 3 T couldn't find the total of stolem bases. They don't
E 9 have much on stolen bases in there, It just gives the
§ 10 different yearg of base stealing,
wg% 11 INTERVIEWER: You used to do a lot of base
Egg 12 stealing, you did mqre than your share of base stealing.
§§§ 13 | SAM CRAWFﬂRD; Not too much.
2;% 14 INTERVIFWER: Twenty-five, thirty bases
gég 15 e year, right?
% & 16 SAM\GRAWFGRDQ Even had forty some one
z
o 17 time.
.
= 18 INTFRVIEWER: Every year, twenty, thirty,
19 forty.
20 8AM CRAWFORD: Well, T had ~a pretty good
21 pair of legs. Never hed much trouble and that's a ball
22 players 1ife, you know, those legs. I've been putting
33 these down, names of different -- since you were here,
24 you see, T'd think of something and I'd just put the
25 name down and recall an incident.
| wasameron ormeE NEW YORK CITY OFFICE = = . - LoNG 1sLAND oFFICE
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2 INTERVIEWER: Bill Sullivan, hmm?
3 He hed six hundred and five --
4 8AM CRAWFORD: Now, think of that, and
5 he don't even get a tumble for the Hall of Fame, on
6 that one thing alone, t hat should put him in the Hall
7 of Fame.
: 8 INTFRVIEWER: That's a lot,
E 3 SAM CRAWFORD: Well, gee, I thought, some-
; 10 bedy told me it was five hundred and I thought that
U =
wgé 11 wae plenty terrific and he's got six hundred, think of
Eég 12 that, and that man hasn't even been mentionadlfor the
E - Hall of Fame.
¥ : 5 1NTFRVIEWER: Sullivan?
gp - SAM CRAWFORD: John L,
% 3 16 INTERVIEWER? John 1..? What about John
z
E 17 L.?
. 18 ‘'SAM CRAWFORD: Well, he was on his way
19 out of ecourse, you know, but he was around Philadelphia
20 tﬁerg, New York a lot, and you know, he used to come
o1 around to the hotel and see the ball players, he liked
29 some ball players on the Cineinatti Club, he liked
- Corcoran and some of the fellows, and he used to come
. around to the hotel you know, and ==
2% INTERVIEWER: When he was still champion?
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SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, no, no, that was way
after,

INTFRVIFWER: Corbett had taken over?

SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, that was way after, but
he was still around, you know, and he liked to be
around to talk about the old days. He come around there
one time, he liked Corcoran, he called him "Laddie," his
name was Tom, but be called him "Laddie", but he came
around there one time and he wanted some of the boys to
go out with him, he used to make all the rounds of the
bars there, and this night ,this evening he came around
and everybody was turn£ng him down, no John, IL'm sorry,
I%ve got a previous engagement, I can't go tonight,

So he fimally got a hold of Tom Corecoran
and he asked him if he wanted to go out and mike' the
town, a little drinking and so forth, they did more
drinking in those days, but Tommy, he gave him that
old song too, he says, well, I'm sorry John, I have
a grevious engagement, and John looked at him and said;
You're the -~ this is just the way he said it, can it
go In t here?

INTERVIEWER: Yah, go ahead.

SAM CRAWFORD: He said, "You're the

thirteenth sonofabiteh that had a previous engagement,"
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(Beaughter)

&AM CRAWFORD:
by himself,

I NTERVI EWER ¢

fAM. CRAWFORD:
yah, He wasn't tall, he was

INTFRVI EWER:

SAM CRAWFORD:

INTFRVIEWER:
SAM CRAWFORD:
INTERVI EWER :
SAM CRAWFORD:
I NTERVI EWER :
you of Alexander.
SAM CRAWFORD:
too, you know
| INTFRVI FWER :
SAM CRAWFORD:
Alex pitehed his fast ball

TLater he went to the Cubs.

course, Corbett just tired him out and pushed him over,

you know, he couldn't hit him,

They used to train in Catalina, over in Catalina Island,

109
He didn't want to go oub

John L. Sullivan.
That was John L, Sullivan,

stocky, you know, stoeky

More like a football player.

Yah, on that order, Of

Alex, what about Alex%
Who?
Alex.

Oh, Alexander? 0Oh, --

You say, some hitter reminds
Well, He came from Nebraska

No, T didn®t know that,
From St, Paul, Nebraska,
when he was with Philadelphla,

We had him after the war.
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end, of course, Alex, you know, he was a wino too,.
You know, you can say these thines which are actual

faets, and they say that he used to have his booze

right on the bench and take a shot every once in a

whiles

I NTERVIEWER: He was a good pitcher,

SAM CRAWFORD: You can't take that away
from him, he was a great piteher.,

INI'ERVIEWER: How did some of these guys
last so long?

SAM CRAWFORD: They were rugged, they
were rugged, TLike Bardell, he was another, he never
took care of himself, He was really a rounder. They
treined, as I say, they trained in Catalina you know,
and they were training there and they had some pretty
good sized hills over there in Catalina and after the
work out they'd have to make this trip you know, up
i{n the hills, so Alex made it a couple of times, but
he didn't like to train.

He daid, T didn't come over here to climb
mountaine, T come over here to piteh baseball, so he
made the trip a couvle of times and the road was winding,
one of those turning things, you know, and Alex dis~

covered, there's one one polnt pretty close to the club

;:AI;H’GN:::EE;; N. W, »‘ P . 150 NASSAU STREET i P 2350 OCEAN CREST BLVD.
N 5, D. G, NEW YORK 38, N. Y. < FAR ROCKAWAY, L. 1.
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house where they were treining, or where they had their
showers, pretty close, not very far, maybe not more than
a half a mile, somehow he discovered this road, one
road was down there, right there, and the other was up

. here, you see,

Well, he figured if I could get down to
that bottom road there, I could go down there and then
It11 go into the c¢lub house and these other guys got
a couple miles to go yet, so he got a rope ~-- this
story is for true, he got a rope and he stashed it
there and when he come to this poin¥ he d ropped baeck
and then he'd get on this road, he'd drop down to the
other road and he was almost in the clubhouse,

(Laughter)

He'd get all dressed you know and come
out smoking a big cigar and the fellows were wondering
how is he doing 1t, but they fiﬁally caught up to him,
He didn't like to train though.

INTERVIEWER: Yet, he lasted twenty years.

SAM CRAWFORD: Yeh., He had wonderful
eontrol you know. He had control. He never gave any~
thing fat to hit, alw@ya off eenter or something.

INTERVIEWER: He won thirty gé&es one year,

8AM CRAWFORD: Yah, that was Alex,
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2 INTERVIEWER: You've got Bill Derwin's name
3 down here,
4 SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, Bill Darwing, Bad Will
5 Darwin, they'used to call him, He was -~ it's nothing,
6 that just came to my mind, He come from Baltimore,
7 you know, some stayed in Baltimore and half came to
3 8 Brooklyn, Tom Daily, Darwin, and I think Fielder and
; 9 Jones were there too at that time, but -- Jennings and
w
; 10 Keeler -=-
:gé 11 INTERVIEWER: Robinson.
E‘ 12 SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, piteher, but Hanlin
G5 4
Eé% 13 was the manager, Fd Hanlin, but Darwin, he was just
Zgg 14 a littlé simple thing, he never took fielding practice.
g%é 15 He's a shortstop and just before the game would start,
% 8 - you'd see him coming along across the outfield, you
; " know, moseying along, and just about the time the game
5 - started. He néver took fielding practice. You'd think
- he would warm up his arm or something,but he'd just
o start right in and play.
21 INTERVIEWER: He was a tough one wasn't
29 he? A tough character,
P SAM CREWFORD: No, not like some of them,
- no. ‘
- INTERVIFWER: Kid "Fmerfeld"?

METROPOLITAN 8.-0889 WORTH 4-7389 GRANITE 1-6208
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& SAM CRAWFORD: Well, little Kid Fmerfeld,
3 he was tough, you knoﬁ. There's no doubtbabout th@t
4 because he used to get hit. You know if it was a right
5 hander, he'd get hit on purppse, you know, all the time,
6 Then he'd take firgt base, he'd get hit on purpose,
7 I don't know whether he could possibly have had it so
o 8 fine that it would just knick him -- he'd get hit.
‘E 9 He was a "Yank" on the hilltop up there,
§ .0 you know, he stayed up there, he was there six years
w§§ n and he was out of the game three, three of those six,
2z ,
E%g 12 hurt or something, so he only played half the time,
2%; 13 But, he was tough, he was tough,
u g
mgé 14 Kid Gleason was another one. Kid Gleason
gég 15 was what you'd call a big-little man, stoeky you know,
z ) 16 gshort snd stocky., Those fellows, they didn't think
g 17 anything about getting hit with the ball,
; 18 I NI'ERVI FWER :You knew Bobby Lowe, didn't
19 you?
20 - 8AM CRAWFORD: OH, yeh, he finished up
21 in Detroit when I was there.
22 INTERVIEWER: Didn't he manage Detroit for
23 2 little bit there?
24 SAM CRAWFORD: No, no, he used to be a
25 third baseman when he was with Boston and finally made
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“home runs in a.game, you Know.
INTERVIEWER: He was a little fellow,

wasn't he?

SAM CRAWFORD: He wasn't a big man, about
a hundred and sixty pounds 1 guess,

INTFRVIEWER: The first one to hit four
home runs in one game,

@AM CRAWFORD: That was a small park though,
in Boston there, a very small left field. There were
four hits anyway, four home runs.

INTERVIEWER: I think Fd Dullahan did
that once too,

SAM CRAWFORD: Yah,

T NTERVIEWER: Did you know Ed Dullahan?

SAM CRAWFORD: ©h, yes. I knew him when
he was with the Phillies, he and Lézzéry and Elmer
FMick and all tho se boys down there with the Phillies,
ond later they went to Cleveland you know.

1 NTERVI EWER: What was Dullahan 1like? There
were several Dullshans,

aAM CRAWFORD: Oh, he was blg, he was
the king in the family here, there were four boys of

them, all ballplayers. We had one of them, Jim, a
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2 second baseman. Fd was an outfielder. Big man, what
’ a big man he was, over”tw@ hu;dfeé pounés. He élways
= led Tazzaray in hitting you know. He was a waiter too,
5 he'd take a base on balls, He'd wait. Lazzaray would
6 hit at anything. He was a great hitter, but he always
7 beat Lazzaray out because he was taking those bases
b 8 on balls all the time.
<
E 9 He'd go to bat four times and he'd get
§ . 10 me base §n balls, up three times, two hits, instead of
052 n four times up, two, he'd be up three times, hit twoé, and
23
Egg 12 then he'd take one base on balls, A great eye, I think
2%; 13 he was the best right hand hitter I ever saw,
g
“H 14 INTERVIEWER: Good fielder,
'é't» 15 SAM CRAWFORD: Fair. Tragic thing, his
z ) 16 death you know, was tragie.
E 17 INTERVIEWER: He died very young didn't he?
; 18 ISAH CRAWFORD: Well, not too young, maybe
19 inhis thirties, Between thirty and forty.
20 o INTERVI EWER: Something happened about 5
21 train,
22 SAM CRAWFORD: Well, it was -- he had a
23 lot of nasty trouble, wife trouble, and he was with
24 Washington, that's where he finished up, with Washington,
25 from the Phillies he uwent to Washington. They were
. WASHINGTON OFFIGE . NEW YORKGITY OFFICE LONG 1SLAND OFFICE
s , SRR R T R
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2 playing, T don't know, somewhere in the West out there,

3 and they were going back, and they come to the suspension

4 bridge there in Niagara Falls, and he'd been drinking

5 and the train stopped there and he got off the train

p and some way he got left on the other side of the bridge.

. So he started to walk across the bridge
” 5 and the watchman,the guard at the bridge tried to stop
% 5 him, and they had a fight or something, nobody knous
g - just what happened, but anyway he fell off the bridge
.oaé " and tmt's above the falls, This man may have knocked
g%% him off, no one knows,
CEE 12 |
g " He said that he tried to keep him from
E§§ ” waiking scross the bridge. Well, anyway he fell in
uég . above the falls, and they found him a couple of miles
g E 6 below the falls, and all he had on was a necktie, just
% - a necktie around his neek. That was his finish,
: " He was a Cleveland boy. I guess some of
’ those boys are living yet. |

N I{NTFRVIEWER: Tommy Leach, you knew Tommy

20 ¢

Leach?
21
SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, yes, I played against

. him in & World Series., 1908, I guess, We played in

# Pittsburgh, end played against him in the National

% League to when he came out Army.

25

. METROPOLITAN 8-0889 WORTH 4-7589 GRANITE 1-6208



1 117
2 I N'FRVIEWER: In Louisville, to00?
3 SAM CRAWFORD: Well, I don't kmow whether
4 he was there or not, I remember Larry, but I don't
] remember Tommy Leach, T remember Honus Wagner and
6 Regumont , and Brandsfield, I believe, .first baseman,
7 Tommy might have been playing third base there, then
':D' 8 that's before they went to Pitts‘r‘mrgh.
E 9 That's when Honus, that was when he was
§ 10 in his prime, that's when he was hitt ing.
w§§ 11 INTERVIEWER: You-played against him then,
z34
;Eg 12 those years.
- 8
E 13 SAM C RAWFORD: Oh, yes, in the National
:Eg 14 League., He uns_ a great ball player., I think he was
‘;é% 15 one of the greatest., You know they talk to me about
% : 16 Cobb being the greatest ball player that ever lived,
; 17 but I elways say, one of the grestest ball players.
5 18 I say, in my book, Honus Wagner was the greatest ball
19 player that ever lived, in my book,
20 T seen him in hispime and he did every~-
21 thing. €Gobb, he could only play the outfield . Honus
22 could play outfield, infield, anywhere and do everything,
23 wonderful arm, could run, you know, a big bowlegged guy
24 eould run like a scared rabbit, had a wonderful arm, Vvery
25 active, you know. You've got to be active to play short.
Mpisiavo sencs, : :  NEw YoRk GiTY oFFICE. . LONG ISLAND OFFICE
WASHINGTON 5, b. &, U NEw Yorkas m . L P e Wy
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Wonderful arm, he was 211 around, and he could hit all
around he was outstanding,.

IN'ERVIFWER: He was a right handed hitter
wasn't he?

SAM CRAWFO?D: Yah, He was an all around
man, A good team man too.

TNTERVIFWER: Nice person too, evidently.

| SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, Is this thing running?

INTERVIEWER:V Yes.

SAM CRAWFORD: That makes me nervous.

INTFRVIEWER: You've got Ed Hanlin's name
down there.

SAM CRAWFORD: ©Oh, E§ Hanlin, that was
the old gang that came from Baltimore to Brooklyn, you
know., He was a bench manager, he never had a uni form
on, He was a bench manager, They didn't pay any more
sttention to him than they did the batboy. That was
why T put that down there because all that gang --

INTERVIEWER: That was a rough crew,

SAM CRAWFORD: Rough crew was right, plenty
rough. You know if you made atrip around those bases
you'd been somewhere. They'd trip you and give you
the shoulder, you know. One umpire, you know, and he
couldn't see everything, but Hanlin, I don't know that
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he ever played ball, I don't know. He might have been
a ball player, I don't know,

INTFRVIEWER : There was only one umpire
in a big league game in those days?

SAM CRAWFORD: One umpire, later there was
two, of course.

INTERVIEWER: What would happen if the
ball was hit out in the outfield and the umpire was
watching, how couvld he t ell whether a runner started
before it was caught or whether a runner touched third
base on the way around?

SAM CRAWFORD: They used to tell a story
about "King Hurst". He was an old umpire too, and he
was a tough character, Tim Hurst, When you speak of
that one umpire business, some man on second base and
somebody gets a hit, as you say he'd watch and see
whether the man catches the ball or whether he fields
the ball, and they'd try and cut third base by fifteen,
tuenﬁy feet, you know, just cut across, and the umpire
didn't see it, what to do.

Well, Jim Hurst, he knew what was happening,
that is he was wise to this deal where they'd cut, well--
he was umpiring one time and somebody, Dave Beckly, I

think it was Dave Beckly, the 0ld Cincinatti first base=-

_WASHINGTON'.OFFICE - - NEW YORK CITY OFFICE s . LONG ISLAND OFFICE

WASHINGTON B, D. C. s : NEW YORK 38, N. Y.. o - FAR ROCKAWAY, L. I.

METROPOLITAN 8.0889 . WORTH 4.7589 = GRANITE 1-6208



1 | 120

2 man, he come sliding in one day, Tim was back of the

3 plate umpiring ‘and Dave eomes in there you know, made

4 a big slide in and Tim called him out, You're out,

5 A big argument started, what do you mean I'm out, he

6 said, they didn't even make a play on me. He said

7 you big SB, he said, you got here too quick.
g 8 (Laughter)
5 9 He said, you got here too quick. He knew
§ 10 he passed third you know,
wg% 11 INTERVIEWER: What about Keeler, did you
z 3%
;gg 12 gsee Keeler play?
§§§ 13 SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, when he was in Brooklyn,
zgg 14 that's when he eome from Baltimore you know. In his
gég 15 heydey.
% ° 16 INTERVIEWER: He was a small fellow.
; 17 SAM CRAWFORD: A little fellow, he didn't
5 18 weigh over a hundred and forty-five.

19 INTERVIEWER : What was he like, was he

20 a tough fellow? -

21 SAM CRAWFORD: No, no, nice little fellow,

22 Very friendly 1£tb1e guy, you know, always laughing and

23 kidding. He only used atout that much of his bat,

24 He choked way up on the bat, Very seldom he'd hit an

25 extra base wven,
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I NTERVIEWER: Did he hold his hands apart?
SAM CRAWFORD: No, not apart, but he held
it way, almost in the middle., Just a little snap
he had. Oh, he never struck out, you couldn't strike
him out. He'd always hit the ball somewhere,
INTERVIEWER: Hit it over the infield,
SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, Great hitter, and he
used a little bit of a mitt in the outfield. He said
it was a glove, it was a little round mitt, 1t was
no bigger than a glove, that's what he used in the oute
field.
INTERVIEWER: Did it have fingers in?
8AM CRAWFORD: ©No, no fingers at all,
just like & first baseman's mitt yéu_knou, just all,
it was a little bit of a thing,
INTFRVIEWER: Did he cut a hole in it?
8AM CRAWFORD: Oh, I éon't know about that,
INTFRVIEWER: Did your's have a hole in 1it%
SAM CRAWFORD: No, oh, eventually it would
we#r in you know.
INTERVIEWER: Of course, Tommy Leach wasn't
mach bigger than Willie Keeler was he?
SAM CRAWFORD: He wasn't any taller, but
heavier, Willie uasﬁ't, he was fast golng down that first
ST G womerr, s - i S i gy + - . e e
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2 base line, see, he could fly.
3 INTERVIEWER: Did yoﬁ ever see MoGraw play?
4 SAM CRAWFORD: Well, he went to St. Louls,
5 the National League, I don't remember what the -- there
6 was a jam somewhere, I don't remember just what it was
7 but he and Robinson went to St.Louis.
g 8 I NTFRVIEWER: Then they went back,
E 9 SAM CRAWFOED: Yah, McGraw wes a third
§ 10 | bagseman, he wasn't much of a hitter though, he was
03% 11 left handed. Right hand thrower.
§§§ 12 INTERVIEWER: What was Jennings, an out=
Zed
2;5 13 fielder?
‘é’: » SAM CRAWFORD: A shortstope
géé 15 INTERVIEWER: He was? Was Joennings really
% : 16 the manager toward the end of his career or was Cobb
; 17 really doing the managing, because Jennings was drinking
5 18 so heavily? |
19 8AM CRAWFORD: Well, of course, Cobb had
s his nose in tﬁere, all the time. He could do anything,
By he eould come in anytime, after the game was started,
22 many a time hefd come in after the game was started.
23 | ITNTFRVIFWER: Cobb was a drinker at the
24 end of his career?
25 8AM CRAWFORD: Yah, at the end,but not
ST e mwremomeme Ry

. WASHINGTON 5, D. C." " .. NEW YORK 38, N. Y. ! e : FAR ROCKAWAY, L. 1.

METROPOLITAN f-oaao s WORTH 4-7589 GRANITE 1-8208



1 123

2 during ==

3 IXTERVIEWER: Not while he played, after

4 he retired though, he was gquite a drinker,

5 SAM CRAWFORD: 1 guess he was, I didn't

6 see much of him,

7 TINTERVIEWER: How'd you get along with
g 8 Mahlin?
E 9 SAM CRAWFORD: A1l right, until the end,
§ 10 he wasn't so easy with his money. He was Just a gambler
w - in Detroit. He didn't have any friends in Detroit. He
Eég 12 just got in there, I don't know how he got in, but
§§§ 13 he was just a gambler sround Detroit. And this was a
Egé 14 conspiracy. I told you before about the -~ your casual
géé 15 remark as to why I didn't stay in Detroit to make three
% : 16 thousand hits,
; 17 Well, Mahlin was in on that, Mahlin and
5 18 Jennings and Cobb, That was the thing right there, and

19 when the whole thing started, from the World Series,

20 wben_ue came back from‘the World Series, all the owners

21 were down in New York,vjou know, to meet the boat and

22 everythings Mahlin was earrying my grip and they had us

23 gsigned up, we had cablegrams or telegrams clear over

- in Egypt, don't sign till you get back, see.

e Well, I was loyal to Detroit, I~'didn't
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2 belong to the Federal League, and they offered money,
3 probably two or three times as much as I got in
4 Detroit, but T was going to be loyal to Detroit,
5 Well, instead of vutting it in the contract, I got a
6 four year contract, but what I wanted was, they should
7 have had a benefit game at the end, whieh would amount
g 8 to you know, if it's put on right, would amount to maybe
E 9 twenty thousand dollars, you know, a big deal.
§ 10 Well, in the meantime this fellow, I
wég 11 didn't get along with Cobb and Jennings. Of course, I
Egé 12 wasn't in my prime, that was about the end. I wasn't
§§E 13 the ball player I was, I knew that, but I was playing,
z;% 14 but they didn't want me to make that three thousand.
gﬁ s He was talking about down in New York,
% ’ 16 about the benefit game, and he said you can pick the
; 17 club you want, and a Sunday, you know, everything in
E 18 my favor. I didn't have it down, instead of making him
19 put it down I took his word for it., Well, it come down
20 to the end and T was on the outs with all of them,
21 so they gave me the works,
22 They picked the club, he said, oh, I'll
23 piek the elub, Mahlin said, It11 pick the elub and he
24 picked the Atheletics, tail end elub, it wasn't even
25 Saturday, a week day. I only got a few hundred dollars
. Wasuieron ormes | g e gy shas | tove tsump oFmCE
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2 out of it, Maybe twelve, fourteen hundred dollars,
3 That's a11. But it should have been thousands instead
4 of hundreds. If they had been fair about it, it would
] have been like Stan Musial, you know, when he neared
6 his three thousand hits,
7 '~ They advertised it, you know, they adver=
3 8 tised that, that's a drawing card. But they didn't
E 9 for me. That's another thing, I wasn't palsy walsy
§ ) 10 with the Detbtoit sports writers, that's another angle,
wgg 1 in &alzsingar'a story, he wouldn't give me nothing,
Egé 12 but he had it in there, so that's another think in
0 6
§§E 13 my favor,
Wk 3
“gg 14 INTERVIEWER: Was there any announcement
gé% 15 made when you got your three thousandth hit?
? ) 16 SAM CRAWFERD: I never got it.
E 17 INTFRVIEWER: Oh, you really got 1%.
z 18 SAM CRAWFORD: But they never mentioned
19 that, that was never even mentioned., Those sports writers
20 wouldn't mention it because Mahlin was controlling that
21 and they wouldn't mention it, "I‘hey could have made
22 quite a deal out of that you know, if they wanted to,
but they =-- Cobb wouldn't stand for it.
INTERVIEWER: You got something down
here that reminds me of something I wanted to ask you
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2 too. You got something about the first baseball trip
3 in a wagon, what T wanted to ask you s0 gimilar to that,
a about what the travel conditions were like in the old
5 days?
6 SAM CRAWFORD: Of course, we had sleepers,
- in the big leagues, 1899, 1900, sleepers, we had
- 8 sleepers, but the sleepers hed gaslights in them, not
(V] @
: 9 electric light, they had gaslight. They used to go around
1]
; - and light them at night.
O &
" " Uppers, of course, somebody had to get an
©ha
Eéf - upper. We used to draw lots, certain numbers, to see
F5E '
g%% - who was going to take the upper, 1 never cared about
agy
EEE 14 the upper business. because I always felt you got better
£E&
w g air than down below.
oig 15
z o {N'ERVIEWER: You liked an upper better
I 16 ,
g than a lower?
- 17
< SAM CRAWFORD: Ysh, T always did, 1 never
z 18
squawked about an upper,
19 '
I NTERVIFWER: You spent a lot of time on
20 .
trains.
21
SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, yah. Long, you knowu,
22
they had coal running engines, you know, this was before
23
the oil burners, the diesel, before then. The y had
24
firemen shoveling coal, cinders, you'd wake up in the
25
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morning covered with einders,

T NTERVIEWER: Really?

SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, even through that screen
in the window, they had a little fine sereen In the
window and still you'd get einders,

INTERVIEWER: Could you sleep on a train?

&AM CRAWFORD: Oh, you'd get so you can
after a while,

INTEFRVIEWER: What was your firsttrip in
a wagon,

SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, we were kids, like Steve,
‘maybe a little older, is Steve sixteen? We were around
therevsixteen, sixteen, seventeen, along in there,

I don't think any were Qfer elighteen. Well, we made

a, that was in Whhqo, we made a trip overland in the
wagon, with a team of horses, One of the boys, he
uasn'f a player but he lived out on a farm and he got
hts'father to let us take the horses, the team énd the
Wagon,

Did you ever see a lumber wagon?

INTERVIFWER: No, |

SAM CRAWFORD: It was a wagon with four
wheels and they had seats, kind of a spring seat like,
it would hold two or threé I guess, sitting oh top of
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2 what they call the lumber wagon. It was about this

3 deep. "They used to haul grain in them youknow, in

4 these lumber wagons, to go to the elevator and dump

5 these wagons in the elevator, you know,the grain,

6 or shell corn, but they had four or five seats and they

7 were about, oh, maybe fifteen feet long, twelve, fif=
g 8 teen feet.
E 9 You had three or four seats on there and
§ ) 10 there was only about, maybe eleven of us, twelve of
wgg 11 us, and we had this wagon, and we had a stove, a cook-
Egé 12 | - gtove, and a tent and we just started out, in and

& :

§§E 13 around Nebraska there, we made all these towns any
:;g 14 place, it didn't make any difference,
EF 15 | I NTFRVIEWER: And you had a game,
? : 16 SAM CRAWFORD: We had a game, you know,
; 17 One of the boys was a cornet player, he had his cornet
= .
; 18 with him and wﬁen we'd come into a town he'd get out

19 that cornet you know, end he'd sound off, people would

20 come around and look to see what was going on.

21 A ball gamés going to be going on. We

22 ‘ had a lot of fun you knoﬁ.

INTFRVI EWER: Did you take up a colleection
at the game to pay expenses?
SAM CRAWFORD: Well, they charged, I think
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2 they charged, or they took up a collection you might
3 say. They just hed a ball diamond out on the prairee
4 somewhere; but we'd drive along the eountry roads,
5 you know and if we come to a stream, we'd go swimming,
6 and if we come to an apple orchard, we'd get apples,
7 you know, things like that, and we'd sleep anywhere.
g 8 We didn't sleep in a tent helf the time,
E 9 we'd sleep anywhere. If we were in a fairgrounds we'd
o 10 sleep in some of the buildings. If we were near a barn
U &
0§§ 11 well «-
Egé 12 | IHTE?VIEHER: And you went around from
§§§ 13 town to town in Nebraska challenging --
:g% 14 SAM CRAWFORD: We didn't have any uniforms,
gh > INTERVIEWER: No uniforms,
% C e SAM CRAWFORD: No uniforms, no. 